
    TRINITY 8  
          2 August 2020 

 

Dear friends,                  
 

Thank you for the continued support of so many in this 
Parish and across the Turton Moorland Team.  
On Sunday 2 August at 9.30am, there will be a modified 
service of Holy Communion at Christ Church Walmsley 
led by Canon Peter Reiss, with a repeat on Wednesday 5 August at 11am. 
 

St. Andrew’s Church services are fortnightly, the next one being a modified service of 
Holy Communion on Sunday 9 August at 11am led by Canon David Dunn.  
 

As the government guidelines were updated from midnight on Thursday 30 July, Canon 
Peter Reiss has asked us to share this notice: 
 

Please do join us on Sunday, but we ask that everyone, who is able to, wears a 
face-covering for the whole time they are in the building, in accordance with the 
new guidelines which will be mandatory from Aug 8th. We must all do our part to 
ensure that the risks of any transmission are reduced to the lowest level we can 
achieve, for the sake of us all, but especially the more vulnerable. We pray for and 
work for a time when this risk has abated and people can gather freely again. 
 

May we remind you also to keep to the 2 metre rule within our buildings and we hope that 
people will feel safe and welcome. You should wear masks or face coverings as you enter 
and leave-and throughout the service, although those reading and leading prayers may 
remove them when speaking to the congregation.  
                 Please keep your mask in place as you receive the communion bread from    
               Canon Peter and only remove to take this after you have walked away; thank you. 

 
The funeral of Mike Hayden, husband of Reverend Carol, will take place at Christ Church 
Walmsley on Monday 3 August at 1.15pm (restricted to family and close friends) followed 
by a committal at East Lancs Crematorium. We will live stream the service - from a static 
video camera facing the altar - on our Walmsley Facebook Page and will share the link for 
those who do not use Facebook. Our thoughts and prayers are very much with Reverend 
Carol and family as they mourn the loss of such a wonderful husband to Carol, Pa to 
Chris & Laura, father-in-law, son, brother, brother-in-law, uncle, friend and colleague. 
 
 
 

A message from the Hayden family: Due to Covid, numbers are restricted to 30 inside 
the church. Some of those wishing to pay their respects are going to line the route to 
church, with an official Guard of Honour from HMP Service. We are sad that not everyone 
will be able to join us in church for the service, but you are more than welcome to join 
those lining the route, should you wish to do so. There aren't the words to convey how 
special, kind and loving Mike was, but we each feel it through having known him. A man 
of few words, a cliché paragraph doesn't seem fitting, but Mike was fond of seeking and 
appreciating the 'as good as it gets' moments in life - so go do that in memory of him.  
 

 

In lieu of flowers, if you would like, the family are requesting donations to The Christie, 
where Mike was treated. If we can help just one other person overcome this disease... 
 

The link to the „JustGiving Page‟ is in the e-mail, but donations by cheque to „The Christie‟ 
can also be accepted. 
 
 

 



This week, our Team Rector has been reflecting on the words of a well-known and 
much-loved hymn: PRAISE MY SOUL THE KING OF HEAVEN. What a wonderful 
hymn  ! May we praise Him indeed with our words and our deeds  
Its text, which draws from Psalm 103, was written by Anglican clergyman Henry Francis 
Lyte. First published in 1834, it is in modern hymnals to a setting written by John Goss in 
1868, and remains one of the most popular hymns in English-speaking denominations 
 

Peter added these words: “Praise releases the heart and soul to thrive and flourish.” 

What an amazing quartet of 
words: ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven. May our hearts sing with joy. 
 

After saying last week that it is good that we can still sing to our heart‟s content in our own 
homes, I was passed a note in church by a friend whom I hold in great esteem, but who 
wishes to remain anonymous. I am honoured that we are both thinking along similar lines ! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I print words here for you to have the joy of singing them to fill your heart and homes! 
 

 
 

 

Praise, my soul, the King of Heaven; 
To His feet thy tribute bring. 
Ransomed, healed, restored, 
forgiven, 
Who like thee His praise should sing 
Praise Him ! Praise Him! 
Praise the everlasting King. 
 
Praise Him for His grace and favour 
To our fathers in distress. 
Praise Him still the same for ever, 
Slow to chide, and swift to bless 
Praise Him! Praise Him! 
Glorious in His faithfulness. 

Father-like He tends and spares us; 
Well our feeble frame He knows. 
In His hands He gently bears us, 
Rescues us from all our foes. 
Praise Him ! Praise Him ! 
Widely as His mercy flows. 
 
Angels, help us to adore Him 
Ye behold Him face to face; 
Sun and moon, bow down before 
Him, 
Dwellers all in time and space. 
Praise Him ! Praise Him ! 
Praise with us the God of grace. 

One of the consequences of the „dreaded virus‟ was the suspension of all church services 
and it‟s been a shock to the system, for many of us value the opportunity to worship God as 
a corporate family. At the present moment, however, we can go to church; we can partake 
of the sacrament, but we can’t sing! Or can we? Well: not in church. But there‟s nothing to 
stop us singing some verses from the hymns and choruses that mean a lot to us. 

I‟m sure there are times in every day when we could privately but joyfully lift our hearts and 
voices to the Lord. We might ever be blessed to discover and ancient truth: 

“God inhabits the prayers and praise of His people.”                                     („Anon‟...!!) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psalm_103
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglicanism#Anglican_divines
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Francis_Lyte
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Francis_Lyte
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Francis_Lyte
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Goss_(composer)


Our Team Rector, Canon Peter Reiss’s letter this week:  

As we go to press, our churches are open for worship. Please join us on Sunday. 

Our online service and resources are also available on Facebook and YouTube for those 
who are not able to get to church for whatever reason. 
 

As we go to press we are making sense of a new set of restrictions / requirements / 
directives. The levels of incidence of the virus in our boroughs remains too high and that 
is serious news if we are to avoid a winter resurgence.  
 

Most of us have never lived with this sort of imposition, these orders to limit our freedoms. 
The older generation may remember the black-out and rationing in WW2 but even that did 
not prevent people from gathering freely. And the new directives affect the recovery plans 
of businesses as well as the social plans of ordinary families and people. We are anxious, 
annoyed, frustrated, fearful. We will react with emotions as well as with our minds. 
Vicars are expected to give a God-shaped answer to why all this is happening, but none 
of us really know, though we know there are good, but complex, reasons for why this 
particular virus is spreading. Modern humans want to know and think they are clever 
enough to know everything. God has given us enquiring minds and the brains to begin to 
fathom the wonders of this world, but we are also creatures within this created world, and 
we do not know everything.  

Faith continues to hold on, even when we do not know all the answers. That is very 
different from blind faith which holds on even when the answers come back saying we are 
wrong. Faith acknowledges, like Job discovered, that the human mind, wonderful as it is, 
cannot fully determine the will of the Creator. 

What are human beings that you are mindful of them? 
You have made them a little lower than the angels ..  (Psalm 8) 
 

So says the psalm, but even the angels do not understand all.  
 

We seek to do what is right, we seek to work with our neighbours to make our 
communities and boroughs more Covid-safe, we seek to make our churches safe places 
to gather, as well as offering worship and prayer resources online. We acknowledge the 
limits of our human frame, our mortality, our weaknesses, and we believe, despite those 
things, in these circumstances, God loves us, and has 
offered a way to new-life, eternal life. 

Even though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death I will fear no evil for you are with 
me (Ps 23) 

“Remember I am with you always, even to the end of 
the age” (Jesus‟ last words in Matthew‟s gospel) 

in our uncertainty and in our restrictions God is with us, 
and will remain with us. 

Please do join us on Sunday, but we would ask that 
everyone who is able to would wear a face-covering for 
the whole time they are in the building, unless they are 
reading or leading prayers from the front. We must all 
do our part to ensure that the risks of any transmission 
are reduced to the lowest level we can achieve, for the 
sake of us all, but especially the more vulnerable.  
 



 

Information from Canon Peter Reiss about the Readings for this week: 
 

Lord, through your Spirit, guide me in my reading and help me in my understanding 
 

August 2
nd

 Readings Genesis 32: 22-31 and Matthew 14: 13-21   (see pew sheet) 
 

Jacob wrestles all night: Jacob‟s first night-encounter with God, in the form of a dream 
was profound and important, but this night-encounter, the wrestling with the man is more 
painful and more prolonged. We also have unanswered questions; it is not clear from the 
Hebrew quite who has won: Jacob is injured but he says he will not let the man go, 
implying he has him in a hold. Jacob is returning to his homeland, but is frightened of what 
his brother will do. He has to face up to his past. Do we wrestle with God for answers or 
not bother? 
In Matthew‟s gospel now we are back with Jesus “in action” having had a chapter of 
parables. But Jesus action is also symbolic. As God fed the Israelites with manna in the 
wilderness so Jesus feeds the people in their wilderness. [As in Chapter 9 - Jesus has 
compassion on the crowds - shows his love and wants the best for them.] 
The gathering of 12 baskets of pieces symbolically represents the restoration of the 12 
tribes of Jacob / Israel which had been scattered and mostly lost, just as Jesus had 
gathered a group of 12 men around him as a different way to symbolize this. What do you 
note from this reading?         May I read your Word and hear your word to me, 

                               a word of hope and a word of calling to follow 

 

This was posted by the British 
Red Cross on social media 
this week. It fits in really well 
with our ongoing theme of 
showing kindness to those 
around us and to not keep 
things to yourself if you feel 
worried or anxious. 
It‟s always good to talk to 
someone and share how 
you‟re feeling, so please don‟t 
think you‟re in this alone. 
 

Thank you to those who 
continue to telephone others 
who are alone and self-
isolating ...so many of us want 
to help. 
 

Please know that all of you, our church friends continue to be in our thoughts and  
prayers.  Stay safe and keep well. Love and blessings,   

Jane Dent - Church Warden,    
          Dawn Hitchen - Church Warden + Authorised Lay Minister for Pastoral Care  
 

PLEASE REMEMBER: For those who don’t have internet or social media, 
do check out the Church of England free resource: ‘DAILY HOPE’. Friends 
continue to tell me that they have enjoyed this resource. Please do use it.  

The Church of England free phone:  ‘DAILY HOPE’  
0800 804 8044 to listen to hymns, reflections and prayers.  



Thank you to those of you who have already been in touch to say that you have 

now set up your offertory giving by standing order ... and how easy it was! 

Thank you for making a difference. 
 

For those of you who wish to continue your offertory using the weekly envelopes, we 
realise that you do not have your own personalised envelopes for the new church year. 
You might like to write a cheque - if you are still using a chequebook – and combine 
the number of weeks into one cheque to put it in the final week envelope that you have 
and bring it into church when we re-open. Thank you for thinking of us.  
 

Switching to Standing Order is easy and, if you pay tax, Gift Aid adds an extra 
25%; we can send you a Gift Aid form to be returned when church re-opens.  

 

PLEASE NOTE THESE UPDATED DETAILS FOR STANDING ORDER  
IF YOU ATTEND ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH... 

 

 

If you wish to contact your bank for a monthly standing order to be made payable to:  
CHRIST CHURCH WALMSLEY: 

Payable to Walmsley Parochial Church - Account number 10251161 –  
                                                                    Sort code: 16 – 00 – 06 
OR ST. ANDREW’S: 
Payable to: St.Andrew’s - Account number 91505262 - 
                                           Sort code: 40 - 12 - 41 
 

GRUB TUB for URBAN OUTREACH                                   
Please do continue to remember those who rely on food 
donations. As a church we have supported Urban Outreach in a 
number of ways, including donating to the Grub Tubs in each church. Whilst our 
churches are closed, you can place your food donations in the GRUB TUBs in our local 
supermarkets. URBAN OUTREACH rely on the generosity of food donors to provide food 
parcels to those in need across the borough. Thank you to those who have given recently. 
 

If you need to speak with a church representative, please contact Wardens:  
Jane Dent jane@walmsleyparish.org or telephone 595695 

Dawn Hitchen dawn@walmsleyparish.org or telephone 304142. Thank you. 
 

This prayer from St. Teresa of Avila was 
quoted by The Venerable David Sharples,                                                                
Archdeacon of Salford this week:                         

 
 
Wisdom 
from Charlie 
Mackesy: 
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