
 

 St Maxentius Church – Worship at Home  

TRINITY 7 – SUNDAY 26TH JULY 2020 
 

We’re now able to meet in church for worship but for those of you who prefer to wait 
or if you’re not able to be with us for whatever reason this outline will help you have 
a short time of worship in your home. 

To prepare, choose a place where you can sit comfortably and if you have them, 
gather a few  
things that will help you create a sacred space – we suggest a cross, Bible and 
candle.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

INTRODUCTION 
We were able to celebrate Holy Communion in church last Sunday, which was a real 
blessing. The service was shorter than usual, as there were no hymns. Matthew 

played the organ during communion as people came up one by one to receive the 
bread into their hands. I was certainly conscious of what I’d been missing all these 
weeks.  
We’ll carry on with one service at 10am for the time being. We are working out a 
way of holding baptisms on Sunday without having to deep clean the church 
beforehand.  
 
During the lockdown, we learnt that we’d achieved the Eco Church Silver Award. 

This was a surprise as we thought we were only in line for a Bronze Award! Many 
congratulations to Jan B for steering that through. When we are meeting properly 
again we will have to see what we’d need to do to move up to Gold. We’re the only 
church in Bolton Archdeaconry to have won an award and have already been asked 
to talk to other churches about how we did it. 

 
Today’s gospel is a collection of parables. Stories with a hidden meaning that Jesus 
told to make people think for themselves. The disciples often asked Jesus to explain 
what he meant after the crowds had gone home. I think that’s very human. We’d 
also like someone to tell us what to think, whether it’s our parents or friends, 
teachers or people we look up to. When it’s our newspaper or social media we have 
to be very careful to pick out the bias they are carrying so we can take account of it. 

Fake news or manufactured outrage is all too common. If we keep close to the 
principles of our faith, we should be on safe ground.  

 

 



CONFESSION 

Let us take time to reflect on the last week and say sorry to God for the things we 
regret. 
 

God our Father, long-suffering, full of grace and truth, 

you create us from nothing and give us life. 

You give your faithful people new life in the water of 

baptism. 

You do not turn your face from us, nor cast us aside. 

We confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbour. 

We have wounded your love and marred your image in us. 

Restore us for the sake of your Son, and bring us to heavenly joy, 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
May the God of love bring us back to himself, forgive us our sins,  

and assure us of his eternal love in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 
GLORIA 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks,  

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

COLLECT 

Generous God, you give us gifts and make them grow: 

though our faith is small as mustard seed, make it grow to 

your glory  

and the flourishing of your kingdom; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

 



READING 1 Kings 3.5-12 

At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, ‘Ask 

what I should give you.’  

And Solomon said, ‘You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my 

father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in 

uprightness of heart towards you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast 

love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today.  

And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father 

David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how 

to go out or come in. And your servant is in the midst of the 

people whom you have chosen, a great  

people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or 

counted. Give your servant therefore an understanding 

mind to govern your people, able to discern between good 

and evil; for who can govern this your great people?’  

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said 

to him,  

‘Because you have asked this, and have not asked for 

yourself long life  

or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding 

to discern what is right, I now do according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise 

and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like you shall 

arise after you.  

The Word of the Lord 

GOSPEL READING 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. Glory to you, O 

Lord 

He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed 

that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when 

it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the 

air come and make nests in its branches.’  

He told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman 

took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.’  
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    ‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, 

which someone     found and hid; then in his joy he goes and 

sells all  

that he has and buys that field.  

 

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine 

pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that 

he had and bought it.  

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the 

sea and caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it 

ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be 

at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the 

righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth.  

‘Have you understood all this?’ They answered, ‘Yes.’ And he said to them, 

‘Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the 

master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.’  

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ 

REFLECTION 

We’ve been reading through Matthew chapter 13 over the last few weeks, a 

collection of stories Jesus told.  

Today we’ve a collection of one-liners, some about the kingdom of heaven, the rule 

of God, and what people will do for it, and some about what will happen when that 

kingdom is brought about. 

The parables of the mustard seed and the yeast point to the power of hidden things 

to make a difference.  Something small and insignificant can grow to influence out of 

all proportion to their size.  

A message about the kingdom of heaven – it’s working, away hidden from those 

who try not to see, bringing the kind of life God ordains to this world. Do we look for 

the signs as we go about our lives?  

The parable of the dragnet has the same idea as last week’s story of the wheat and 

the weeds: good and bad together until the right time for separating them is 

reached. As we look for the kingdom, it may be difficult to identify because it’s 

javascript:void(0);


caught up in this world.  Is the message of these stories that the kingdom of heaven 

is always a mixture of good and bad, of flour and yeast, of wheat and weeds?  

Whatever it is, it’s worth giving all that we have to find it. Like the treasure in a field – 

which the tenant farmer hid again until he had saved enough to buy the field; like the 

most precious pearl the merchant had ever seen, worth everything he owned to pay 

for it.  

The themes that surface from this collection are, first, that from the beginning of time 

some things relating to God’s rule are hidden; second, that in the present good and 

evil are intermingled, but those who have discovered the treasure will disregard 

everything else to obtain it; and third, that at the end of time there will be a great 

separation carried out by the angels, when the wicked will be burned in the fire.  

What does this mean for us?  

Search for signs of the kingdom, where the prisoner is released, the poor are 

relieved, the sick are made well,  the earth is being healed, where the light of the 

world brings comfort and safety to all in need or danger. Understand that they might 

be inextricably entwined with compromised self-seeking but follow them anyway. 

You may need the wisdom of Solomon to discover them.   

When you see them, think what you can do to help them happen. Know that the 

angels will sort those who did from those who sat on their hands. Our mission is to 

let the Spirit lead us to what God is doing and join in. Nothing is more important than 

this.  

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, source of all being and life, the one for 

whom we exist? 

We believe and trust in him. 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, who took our human nature, died for us 

and rose again? 

We believe and trust in him. 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, who gives life to the people of God 

and makes Christ known in the world? 

We believe and trust in him. 

This is the faith of the Church. 

This is our faith we believe and trust in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

During the intercessions, we pray for the church, our country, our government, 
people can use your own prayers to talk to God or if you prefer there are some here 
on today’s theme. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

We pray for God’s grace.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Lord God, through your grace we are your people:  

through your Son you have redeemed us; in your Spirit you have made us your own. 

We pray for your church throughout the world. As we begin to worship together, we 

give you thanks for our fellowship, our prayer and praise offered to you.  

Bless David and Mark our bishops and all leaders of the church in this diocese and 

across the nation.  

Help us to build on the new ways of worshipping you developed while our buildings 

were closed.  

Make our hearts respond to your love. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We pray for our community and our world. Support the leaders of the nations as 

they seek to understand how life must change in a world scarred by the pandemic.  

Strengthen their resolve to make sure the poorest and most affected are helped as 

much as the rich.  

We pray for businesses beginning to restart; help them retain their workforce and 

continue to provide employment.  

Help us to support the weak and the destitute. May our lives witness to your care for 

the lost and forgotten sheep. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We pray for all those in pain or distress especially those still affected by coronavirus 

and related conditions. 

Bless those who minister to them in hospital and home. We pray for those 

developing a vaccine that the research may teach them how to counter the impact of 

the virus. 

Show us how we can be your healing hands to all that we meet.  



Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We give you thanks for those we love but see no longer. We remember all those in 

our own family who have been important to us and now rest with you.  

We thank you for the witness of St Maxentius and all your saints. Grant us with them 

a place at the heavenly banquet.  

Merciful Father, accept these prayer for the sake of your Son, our Saviour, 

Jesus Christ. Amen 

 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 

heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 

us. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing 

and the blessing of God almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be upon us now and 

always. Amen  

 

 


