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SCHOOL ADMISSIONS POLICY

Covid-19 implications for recording church attendance

The Admissions Policy for Walmsley School currently includes provision for ‘ranking’
applications in the event of over-subscription for places — with some of the criteria linked to
regular attendance at church over a specified 12-month period.

As you will be aware, in light of the pandemic, places of worship were closed on 17™ March.
Whilst some have since re-opened following an easing of restrictions, restricted seating and
other measures are often in place in order to make churches Covid secure and hence
technically all churches are not fully open for worship.

The Church of England, in consultation with the DfE and Office of Schools’ Adjudicator (OSA),
along with all Diocesan Directors of Education, subsequently issued advice that attendance at
church worship should not be recorded until after Covid 19 restrictions have fully ceased and
we reach the position where all churches can open fully for worship.

As a result, we applied for — and obtained approval of — a variation to our published Policy
whereby for children applying to enter Walmsley School in September 2021and claiming priority
on the basis of regular church attendance, we would only record their attendance at church
services up to 17 March 2020. Parents have been advised of this change and the
Supplementary Information Form completed to evidence church attendance has been amended
to reflect this.

We are currently awaiting further guidance regarding variation to our over-subscription criteria
for the intake in September 2022 and beyond. The relevant recording period for admission to
Walmsley in September 2022 would normally have commenced next month (possibly earlier for
other schools) BUT until restrictions imposed by Covid-19 have passed and there is unrestricted
and open access to all for public worship (i.e. until it is without any restrictions on numbers
attending), churches will not be recording attendance for school admissions purposes.

| will provide an update regarding admissions for 2022 once we have received further guidance
from Diocese.

Anthony Slack
Chair of Governors
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