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Dear friends,                  
 

 

 

This week the focus is on looking to the future ...and 
the journey that lies before us. With the increased 
restrictions back in place even more stringently, life 
seems far from normal and it seems that, yet again, 
nothing is happening to move forwards. And yet, 
changes are taking place. I really hope that you 
enjoy the positivity of this newsletter and I am 
thrilled that others have contributed to its content. 
 
 

SERVICES IN THE WEEK AHEAD: On Sunday 13 September at 9.30am, there will be a 
shorter service of Holy Communion at Christ Church Walmsley led by Canon Peter 
Reiss, and a mid-week service at 11am on Wednesday 16 September. [Please note: The 
Book of Common Prayer is used on the 1

st
 and 3

rd
 Wednesdays at Christ Church.] 

 

St. Andrew’s Church services are fortnightly, the next one being a service of Holy 
Communion this Sunday 13 September at 11am led by Canon David Dunn.  
Please note: We encourage those who are not working to please come to the mid-
week Wednesday service at 11am to ease space at our Sunday Service. Thank you.   

May we remind you also to keep to the 2 metre rule within our buildings and we hope that 
people will feel safe and welcome. You should wear masks or face coverings as you enter 
and leave and throughout the service, although those reading and leading prayers may 
remove them when speaking to the congregation.  
               Please keep your face covering in place as you receive the communion bread and     
               only remove this to take communion after you have walked away; thank you. 
 
 

Welcome Back Walmsley! 
 

 

Following our prayers and good wishes for the staff and children starting back, particularly 
at our „day school‟, I asked my good friend, Miss Worsley – Reception Teacher at 
Walmsley CE – how the week had been. This is her reply for us: 
 

Firstly it has been wonderful to be back at school with everybody. We have every single 
class operating with their new teachers and classrooms. School is busy but calm as we 
settle into a new school year. Children are smiling, laughing and of course, working hard. 
Staff are back enjoying each other‟s company and showing our love of children and 
teaching! 
 

In Reception, we‟ve welcomed 39 new children to our Walmsley family. Not as many have 
a sibling link to school so it‟s lovely to also meet many new families and welcome them 
into our wonderful community. The children have settled brilliantly into school life... 
especially our new resources and toys in the classroom! We are so, so proud of every 
single child. 
 

Across school, timetables and routines have had to be adapted in order to keep us safe, 
yet again, the children have adapted amazingly well. We have been able to safely 
welcome new staff and visiting teachers this week. Reception loved their first music 
lesson with Mr Martin... and yes they were taught the song!!  
 

We are so grateful for our children who have taken this in their stride. Putting it simply, we 
LOVE being back in our school, with our lovely children.                                                                                                                           

 
 

(See overleaf for the response of the Head Teacher, Mrs. Carr.) 



I cannot express enough my thanks to staff and our governing board for all their hard work 
over the summer to ensure that school was a well organised, safe but welcoming place for 
our children to return. It has been an amazing first week back. I cannot tell you how much I 
have loved it! ♥  
 

Huge thanks to our parents who have worked with us to ensure drop off and pick off times 
have gone smoothly and with all the correct safety measures in place.  
 

We will continue to do our very best to ensure the safety of our school community and hope 
that not only the term goes smoothly but that we can return this school year to all the fantastic 
trips and opportunities that we love to provide.  
 

With love, thanks and prayers.            Debra Carr  -  Head teacher  

 
  EXCITING NEWS FOR THE TURTON MOORLAND TEAM MINISTRY OF CHURCHES 

 

We are pleased that the Turton Moorland Team will be getting a stipendiary curate in 
summer 2021: Hannah Lane. Canon Peter Reiss will be acting as her Training 
Incumbent but she will be licensed to the Team and we hope she will get a wide range of 
experiences and engagement to help her prepare for when she becomes an incumbent. 
We are really looking forward to all that she will bring, and hope we can offer her a really 
positive curacy, where she will feel welcome, involved, able to contribute, and able to 
learn. Below is Hannah‟s introduction to herself and the family 
 

I am delighted to be able to write and introduce myself to you ahead of me joining the 
team next summer. My name is Hannah and I am studying at St Mellitus College, North 
West. We are just about to begin our academic year and I will be heading into my second 
year at the college. Ordinarily, I would say that I attend the college at Liverpool 
Cathedral but at the moment we are very much working remotely and online! 

I currently live in Westhoughton with my Husband,   
Dean and our Sealyham Terrier, Oscar. Dean works for  
the RUNA Team at Urban Outreach in Bolton and prior  
to training for ministry, I was a teacher at Rumworth  
School where I am still a part of the Governors. 
 
I grew up as a member of the congregation at St John’s,  
Wingates and moved to explore a more active role in  
ministry at St James, Daisy Hill around 2017. As such, 
I would say that my sending parishes are both St John’s and St James. I am currently 
serving my training placement at St Mary the Virgin, Bury Parish Church. One of the 
things I really enjoy about my placement is that I am able to indulge my musical side. I 
like to sing and I have spent time as part of the choir whilst in Bury. I also play the Tuba 
as part of Astley Youth Band. 
 

Both Dean and I enjoy walking so we are really looking forward to being able to explore 
the Turton area with Oscar. In addition, I currently have an active role as a Guider for 
Girl Guiding UK and I am hopeful that I might be able to offer my support to units within 
the Turton area.  

We are both a little apprehensive about this new venture but we know that we have 
been well looked after in our journey thus far and we are confident that it will continue 
into the future when we come to join you. I have always been part of a church family and 
I know that the friendships and relationships formed in parish life are long-lasting. So it 
is without any hesitation that I can say that we are very much looking forward to joining 
you and settling as part of the parishes within the team. Hannah 

 



Our Team Rector, Canon Peter Reiss’s letter this week:  
 

Friday September 11
th

 - Today is “9/11” – two numbers together that mean so much – 
though it is now nearly 20 years ago that the awful event happened. 
So many died and so many had their lives changed for ever, whether from wounds, from 
dust inhalation leading to later disease, from trauma or from the loss of loved ones. It was 
an act of terror on a scale far greater than we could comprehend. 
 

Without diminishing the horror and the devastation of that event, we must not forget that in 
other parts of the world thousands have lived with ongoing terror and violence for years, 
and millions with abject poverty and unclean water. And closer to home too many live with 
domestic violence and abuse, both current and the scars of past abuse.                                          
9/11 was not – sadly – a one-off. 
 

Our gospel readings at the moment are focused on reconciliation and forgiveness.  
As someone privileged to have lived in South Africa in the 1980s and 90s – I say 
„privileged‟ because I met some extraordinary people and learnt so much – I know that 
forgiveness is never cheap or easy, and it does not make everything better, let alone put 
everything back as it was. Victims can become survivors, but some seem too broken to 
escape – which is desperately sad. 
 

When a child – by accident – breaks a precious gift, or when someone deliberately hurts 
and scars another person, you cannot make it as it was. We have to live with the effects 
and impact. 
 

When someone hurts me I may struggle to forgive, but what if they hurt someone I love? 
Do I, can I, forgive on behalf of another? Is it for me to forgive? These are deep places, 
and they are often filled with tears.  
 

As we struggle to understand, two things may guide us helpfully - first to acknowledge the 
tears and the extent of the hurt experienced, and second to seek to go deeper into the 
merciful arms of God. Mercy that extends not just to encompass me, but to the other 
person too; mercy which does not pretend things are ok, or ignore justice, or fail in the 
face of what is wrong, or condone the actions of the wrong-doer. Christ knew first-hand 
the violence of the execution squad. God too has suffered our rejection, indifference and 
callousness. God suffers too our maltreatment of his children. 
 

Put another way, how close to hell would we be in a merciless world? Of course, some 
are in the grip of just that, and some have been close to that place.  
We must listen long and speak carefully – this is a subject where wounds are deep and 
real. It is not easy to pray as Jesus taught us:  
“Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us;  
lead us not into the time of trial, but deliver us from evil”,  

but Jesus never suggested praying was easy.   💕 
 

 
 

This week, Peter‟s prayers focussed on the fruit of the Spirit as 
mentioned in Galatians 5.          One of Canon Peter‟s daily 

encouragements focussed on 
the intricate beauty of a single 
flower, reflecting God‟s 
sunlight. May we know the joy 
of His eternal sunlight. 
 
 

“Joy is deeper than a happy 
feeling - a precious gift to 
have and to share.” 



I share another beautiful poem as sent to Marjorie:  
 

A TINY ROSEBUD by George Walker                   ...this fits beautifully with the prayer and  
It‟s only a tiny rosebud, a flower of God‟s design;                   picture on the previous page. 
But I can‟t unfold the petals with these clumsy hands of mine. 
The secret of unfolding is not known to such as I. 
What God unfolds so sweetly, in my hands would fade and die. 
If I can‟t unfold the rosebud, this flower of God‟s design, 
Then how can I have wisdom to unfold this life of mine? 
I‟ll trust in Him for leading, each moment of the day, 
And look to Him for guidance each step of the pilgrim way. 
The path that lies before me, my heavenly Father knows. 
So I‟ll trust Him to unfold it, just as He does the rose. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Last week, I featured a link sent by Jenny Murphy, 
Secretary of our Christ Church Walmsley Mothers‟ Union 
to the launch of the first of 5 episodes of the Lockdown 
Poetry and Images sent from the Manchester MU Branch, with the request that they are 
shared further with other branches and friends. The poems and photos are quite moving.  
These poems will also be available in a booklet and each branch will be sent a copy after 
the final episode is released on Wed 30th September. If branches or members would like 
additional copies, we can request these; a donation towards the Mothers' Union 
Manchester Projects would be welcomed. Here are a few extracts for you to enjoy: 

Jean Maden held a „PLANT PLUS SALE‟ last Thursday on her drive in support of Macmillan 
and made the fantastic sum of £221 !! Jo Woods will be hosting a POP UP PLANT EVENT 
on FRIDAY 25 SEP from 10am to 4pm: MAKE A DONATION to MACMILLAN AND 
TAKE A PLANT. This will be held in Jo & Stephen’ garden, opposite the entrance to  
Dunscar Wood. (Doe Hey, Dunscar Fold, Egerton, Bolton BL7 9EH)  
With no Macmillan Coffee Morning this year, Jo Woods will forward  
donations instead. If you wish to send a cheque payable to ‘Macmillan Cancer Care’ 

via Jo or online at Macmillan.org.uk/coff  or phone 03301027890 and use credit or 
debit card. Thank you. 



The wonderful Church Walking Group - the Walmsley Wombles - started meeting together 
again recently for some fabulous fellowship out in the wonderful countryside surrounding us. 
It looks like we shall have to hang our boots up again for the moment, however, with the 
latest restrictions. With an air of positivity in mind, and looking forward to the future with a 
sense of hope, I asked Ken Holt – founder Womble „Uncle Bulgaria‟ - and current leading 
Womble, Steve Gregory (aka Orinoko) if they would put pen to paper and give us a 
little flavour of the group.  

 
WALMSLEY WOMBLES WALKING FELLOWSHIP  

The Wombles story began in 2009 when Ken Holt suggested and organised a 
walking holiday on Hadrian‟s Wall Path from Tynemouth to Bowness on Solway for a 
small group of church members. They took with them a small mascot soft toy of 
Uncle Bulgaria from the Wombles. Hence our future name. 
In April 2010 Uncle Bulgaria (Ken Holt) formed the Walmsley Wombles to undertake monthly 
walks throughout the year. Our first group walk was around the Roddlesworth Reservoirs. We 
had quite a number of keen new members on this stroll through the woods who were perhaps 
too keen as we proceeded to have small groups going in all sorts of directions, but everything 
turned out well. Future walks were well reconnoitred and we soon got into the rhythm of 
rambling as a group. 
Over the years our numbers have risen steadily and currently we have about 36 regular 
walkers and our monthly walking numbers are usually around 25. We have a core of Christ 
Church & St Andrew‟s walkers but we also have walkers from other churches and also non-
churchgoers which gives our group an excellent community feel. We normally walk on the 
fourth Saturday of each month and our walks are usually in the range of 6 to 8 miles long.  
We take a packed lunch and usually enjoy fellowship after the walk in a suitable local 
hostelry. Our walking areas consist of the South Pennines, Yorkshire Dales, Ribble Valley 
and the South Lakes with the occasional visits to the Peak District, Lancashire Coast and 
Lune Valley. 
One of our first longer walks was the Witton Weavers Way which we completed over a 
number of months and this gave us a good feel of the West Lancashire Moors. 
In January 2012 Ken had to go into hospital to have a bypass operation which left him unable 
to lead the walks until he fully recovered. As I had recently retired and had time on my hands 
I agreed to reconnoitre and lead future walks. My interest in Ordnance Survey Maps and the 
local landscapes have made walking with the Wombles a great experience. Reconnoitring, 
where you can pick fine days, is a pleasure. Getting lost trying to plan the route is better than 
showing how hopeless you can be in front of the Wombles. My dog Charlie and other 
Womblers including Aubrey, Nick, Mike and Malcolm have helped me in this task. 
We have undertaken many memorable walks including one in 2014 which followed the Parish 
Boundary around the local moors. This was a great success and was repeated in 2019. 
We have also undertaken a number of Walking Weekends organised by Uncle Bulgaria. 
These have been on Hadrian‟s Wall, Whitby, Llandudno and Keswick and have proved 
enjoyable occasions. 
Our local Christmas Walks followed by a Jacob‟s Join Lunch have proved very popular, 
especially Mark Head‟s tasty treats. 
When we had our first walk of 2020 around Hawkshaw and Holcombe Brook in January we 
had over 30 walkers. Little did we know when we were sitting in the Shoulder of Mutton after 
the walk that our next Wombles Walk would not occur until August because of 
Covid-19. Hopefully life will get back to normal as soon as possible and 
the Wombles will carry on providing the fellowship that we all so enjoy. 
Unfortunately, Uncle Bulgaria had to pass the reins to me a couple of 
years ago due to his health problems but we know he is joining us on 
our walks each month in spirit.          Steve Gregory - Chief Wombler (Orinoco) 



For those not aware, Louise Hitchen (who found herself on lockdown with us since her travel 
plans were scuppered) took over as Bookings Manager for the Parish Community Hall in 
February. Admin had been temporarily managed by Jane Dent after Anne Swift, our Bookings 
Manager for many years, retired from post at the end of last year. Within five weeks, however 
Covid 19 struck and the Hall was closed; no income! Louise is also undertaking a Business 
Plan to explore the full potential of the Hall and shares some news with us below: 
 

A quick update from Walmsley Parish Community Hall as groups start to return ... 
 

We had a flurry of activity for a big clear out, and the great news is that we have freed up 
an additional classroom space to generate additional income for the Hall so that we 
can secure its future. We‟ve also got a new, lockable Parish Office complete with a colourful 
floor. 
 

Thank you to David, Kath, Brenda, Sheila, Irene, Marlene & Ken for helping to sort out the 
contents of the storeroom Tardis, and an extra special thank you to Anne and Wendy who 
were with me to the very end and absolute troopers in getting everything sorted. A pre-thank 
you to Patrick too, who has painted the new Office, and as ever to the Senior Hitchens who 
have done many tip runs and countless other tasks! See pictures below for the 
transformation, and we‟ll keep you updated with more progress to come!     Louise H 
 

THE CLASSROOM BEFORE…  AND AFTER… 

     
    
 
    

STOREROOM BEFORE…                    STOREROOM 
                                                                               (AKA PARISH OFFICE) AFTER… 

                          (work still in progress...) 

And we have been delighted to  
welcome back Egerton & Walmsley  
Playgroup (see their virtual tour on  
our Church Facebook Page) PLUS  
a NEW group: Active Afterschool.  
 

‘InterAct’ Theatre Group has started  
up again, much to the delight of the  
young, budding singers, dancers and  
actors... but with social distancing  
measures in place.  
 

THE HALL IS ALIVE (again)  
      with the sound of music  
         ...and children‟s laughter 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to those who continue to telephone and connect with others who are alone or 
self-isolating ...so many are really grateful for your continued help and support. 
If anyone has any poems, prayers ...or words of wisdom to share, it would be 
lovely to include them here. Local news is always welcome. Thank you.  
 

Please know that all of you, our church friends continue to be in our thoughts and  
prayers.  Stay safe and keep well. Love and blessings,   

Reverend Carol Hayden, Jane Dent - Church Warden,    
          Dawn Hitchen - Church Warden + Authorised Lay Minister for Pastoral Care  
 

PLEASE REMEMBER: For those who don’t have internet or social media, 
do check out the Church of England free resource: ‘DAILY HOPE’. 

Friends continue to tell me that they have enjoyed this resource. Please 
do use it. 

The Church of England free phone:  ‘DAILY HOPE’  
0800 804 8044 to listen to hymns, reflections and prayers.  

 

 

 

Thank you to those who have now set up your offertory giving by standing order 

Thank you for making a difference. 
 

For those of you who wish to continue your offertory by cash or cheque, you might like 
to combine the number of weeks missed into one for when you return to church.  

Thank you for your contribution to the running of our churches.  
 

Switching to Standing Order is easy and, if you pay tax, Gift Aid adds an extra 25%; we can 
send you a Gift Aid form to be returned when church re-opens.  

 

If you wish to contact your bank for a monthly standing order to be made payable to:  
CHRIST CHURCH WALMSLEY: 

Payable to Walmsley Parochial Church - Account number 10251161 –  
                                                                    Sort code: 16 – 00 – 06 
OR ST. ANDREW’S: 
Payable to: St.Andrew’s - Account number 91505262 - 
                                           Sort code: 40 - 12 - 41 
 

GRUB TUB for URBAN OUTREACH                                   
Please do continue to remember those who rely on food 
donations. As a church we have supported Urban Outreach in a 
number of ways, including donating to the Grub Tubs in each church. Whilst our 
churches are closed, you can place your food donations in the GRUB TUBs in our local 
supermarkets. URBAN OUTREACH rely on the generosity of food donors to provide food 
parcels to those in need across the borough. Thank you to those who have given recently. 
 

If you need to speak with a church representative, please contact Wardens:  
Jane Dent jane@walmsleyparish.org or telephone 595695 

Dawn Hitchen dawn@walmsleyparish.org or telephone 304142. Thank you. 

The beautiful #MorningPrayer, posted on Twitter each day by Reverend Bill Braviner from 
the North East, always strikes a chord and resonates with my own morning words.   
This one is beautiful, reminding me of a prayer I found in „Thy Kingdom Come‟ last year: 
 

„Help us retune our lives to the silent music of Your beckoning presence‟. 
 

Help us Lord, to find you in the silence of our hearts; 

amid the rushing winds, roaring fires and earthquakes of life, 

may we know the still centre of your presence, and listen for your word to us. 

Hear our prayers rising from us as incense. Fill us with your love. Amen 
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