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Dear friends,                  
 

 
 

Although the restrictions imposed on us by the Covid virus are 
ever tighter, we hope that you are keeping in good spirits. 
Please let us know if there is anything more that we can do to 
help you feel connected.   
 

These wonderful words from Proverbs were referenced by 
John Evans last week in the online Service of Evening Prayer, 
and have been a source of comfort and strength to us during this last week; thank you. 
 

A MESSAGE TO YOU ALL FROM OUR VICAR, REVEREND CAROL HAYDEN 
 
 

I would like to take the opportunity of thanking you all for your support during this 
exceedingly difficult and challenging year.  Back in February, I was signed off sick by my 
doctor.  I was stressed and I was worn out.  The day after that, we discovered that Mike‟s 
kidney cancer had spread, despite having had his kidney removed last year.  A gruelling 
three months of Immunotherapy followed.  Mike was extremely sick and needed looking 
after.  Trying to care for myself I went out for a run.  I fell and broke my shoulder in three 
places.  That same week; my son had a car accident (in my car) and my daughter 
dislocated her knee. You could not make this up!  And all this was happening amid the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 
 

On June 8
th

 things got worse; we were told that Mike had weeks to live. We had seven 
weeks to say our goodbyes.  Mike died the morning of July 20

th
; I was holding his hand.   

 

Since Mike‟s death, many people have questioned me about my faith. I have questioned 
my faith! Why did Mike die? Why are hundreds of people dying each week from cancer 
and from Covid-19 and many other illnesses and diseases? 
 

Times like these can and do test us. It can be easy to say „to live is Christ, and to die is 
gain‟ when living for Christ costs us little and death seems far off. It is another thing to say 
the same when disease is spreading and we, or someone we love, might die imminently.  
I have asked many of my theologian friends about their understanding of death and the 
resurrection, and I concluded that the most significant claim of the gospel message is that 
Jesus Christ rose from the dead.  
 

Death itself, of course, is not better. But with Christ, death also becomes a way into the 
beautiful and utterly safe presence of Jesus, forever. Covid-19 presents a new and 
different setting on which God promises that Life after death will be better, by far, than 
even the sweetest life on this earth. 
 

So, the big questions: 
l Will we face the uncertainty of these days with courageous love because of what death 
means for us? 
l Will we, the church, at the right moments, gather to meet the needs around us, and bring 
others to faith in Jesus? Right now, we are asked to help limit and slow the spread of the 
virus; hence all the precautions, which are in place in our churches.  But there will come a 
time when we are needed and, as Christians, freed from the fear of death.  
l Will we be ready, to step in when few others will? 
 

               “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?" 
                                                                                               1 Corinthians 15:55 
With Love & Prayers 
Reverend Carol 



Our Team Rector, Canon Peter Reiss’s letter this week:  
 

It looks as if we are going to be living with restrictions until Easter or after – some have lived 
with difficulties for much longer periods of time but it will not be easy. And the restrictions and 
rules are probably going to change (maybe several times) in the coming weeks. We will 
continue to open the churches as wide as we can, and to keep to the Covid-requirements, 
and to explore new and positive ways in which we can remember and celebrate and worship.  
 

Things are not right at the moment – not right at all for human flourishing. For most of us, this 
is a new and unnerving experience especially with the „news‟ that there are many more 
months to go, though many of us suspected this some time ago. We want things to be better 
and we even expect that things should get better – we have got used to technological 
solutions to problems and this problem does not seem to be getting solved and so our life-
styles are affected. We should reflect how fortunate we are and have been to have (most of 
us) lived lives which have been not been so affected.  
 

Please continue to pray for the children in our schools who are trying to make sense of what 
the adults are doing and imposing, and pray for the staff and teachers. As we, as a church, 
face a significant financial shortfall, please pray for our future but also remember the local 
businesses which are also struggling, and all whose own livelihoods or jobs are threatened. 
Our gospel is about our God who comes and lives our life. Jesus did not live a privileged 
and protected life, but shared a troubled world and the limitations and hardships. God with 
us and God for us and God‟s promised Kingdom to work for, long for, and wait for.  
 

We have adapted our post-communion prayer to add the lines:  
“We thank you that when we are still away from home, you are here with us”.  
 

We need to trust that God is with us in the difficulty, uncertainty, restriction and anxiety, but 
not as the ultimate problem-solver who will make it go away. That is what many of us find 
hard – we want God to sort it now. And some are going under, and some are grieving – Why 
hasn‟t God helped / stepped in? These questions echo through the Old Testament in 
particular – and there is no simple answer. The Eucharist which we share, and the 
Resurrection which we affirm, are two anchor points. In God‟s economy he can bring life and 
hope even through death. Our human life is only mortal and finite – our dream may be to be 
immortal and invincible but it won‟t happen!  
 

But we can discover God with us in our life, and know He promises to take our life up into His 

life. May we hold onto God, and know God holds onto us. 💕 
 

This week, Canon Peter‟s social media posts across the Team have been of beautiful hymn words on 
amazing photos from our local area: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And from last week‟s online 
Service, this beautiful 
hymn: „Let all the world in every  
corner sing, “My God 
and King”!‟  
SERVICES IN THE WEEK AHEAD: On 



Sunday 27 September at 9.30am, there will be a service of Holy Communion at Christ 
Church Walmsley led by Reverend Carol Hayden, assisted by Reverend Jeff Davies. 
There is also a Service of Holy Communion at St. Andrew’s at 11am led by Reverend Carol 
Hayden, assisted by Canon David Dunn.  
There will be a mid-week service at Christ Church at 11am on Wednesday 30 September.  

 

[The Book of Common Prayer is used on the 1st Wednesday at Christ Church.  
St. Andrew‟s Church services are fortnightly on the 2nd & 4th Sundays.]  
 

Please note: We encourage those who are not working to please come to the mid-week 
Wednesday service at 11am to ease space at our Sunday Service. Thank you.   

May we remind you also to keep to the 2 metre rule within our buildings and we hope that people will 
feel safe and welcome. You should wear masks or face coverings as you enter and leave and 
throughout the service, unless medically exempt, although those reading and leading prayers may           
               remove them when speaking to the congregation.  
               Please keep your face covering in place as you receive the communion bread and     
               only remove this to take communion after you have walked away; thank you. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Electoral Roll Each year, the Church requires us to submit the number of adult 
parishioners who attend church - our Electoral Roll. If you are already on that Roll, you need 
do nothing! Please contact our Electoral Roll Officer, Steve Brannon (01204 307274) if you 
are unsure. Completed forms (available in church and online) to be returned, please, by e-
mail or by post c/o: Walmsley Vicarage, 2, Higher Dunscar, Egerton, Bolton BL7 9TE. 
 

 

‘VIRTUAL SUNDAY SCHOOL’ IS THRIVING AT ST. ANDREW’S 
 

 

I had a message this week from Katie Turner, a Sunday School Teacher at St. Andrew‟s, 
currently working full time in school. She shared with me the ingenious idea that, early on in 
„Lockdown‟, she sent out some activities that had been shared with her, thinking they might 
be useful to parents of children from Sunday school. Katie then decided that she could run 
Sunday School via „WhatsApp‟! She set up a „WhatsApp‟ group with the parents and, each 
Sunday, shares „the thought for the day‟ and finds an activity that fits, often shared from 
Pinterest or similar.  
 

Katie explains: “Over the weeks, we have learnt songs: The children's blessing, He has the 
whole world in his hands and we have shared stories. We had the story of the giving tree, 
which gave unconditionally to a boy ...and the children made their own giving trees.  We love 
our craft activities at St Andrews. Also enclosed is a colouring that Xanthe and Harriet did in 
church. The weather wheels are from when we learnt that God supports us through good and 
bad times, through storms and sunshine.  
 

“The children do their own interpretation of the activity and send photos. Last week‟s Sunday 
school lesson was about how God is generous. We used the story of the 'Widows mite' with a 
template of a purse to make with the inscription, 'God loves a cheerful giver.' Our discussion was 
about what else we can do in the week to show our generosity and we also shared a prayer. 
 

“I have put together three folders of photos of what the children have been up to during 
lockdown, so we can share these when we are finally back together. I also thought it would 
be good to look back in future years. This has kept me in touch with Sunday school, and 
helped them to stay engaged with church.”  What a fabulous idea!! Well done, Katie, for 
keeping the Sunday School children motivated and following their faith.  

    (PTO for pictures ) 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO PUT THIS DATE IN YOUR DIARY: Sunday 18th October  
This is when our ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING (delayed from April) will be 
held at 10.30-11.30am (after the 9.30am service) at Christ Church Walmsley. 
We welcome new people; there are always tasks to be done, for which we would love 

more volunteers to help. Please support us if you can. Thank you. 💕  
 



 
 
 
 
 

  



Since our churches opened in July for public worship, there have been wonderful prayers 
shared at the Sunday and Wednesday services. Thank you to Kath Pearson for sorting the 
Sunday Prayer Rota and thank you to those who volunteer to lead the Intercessions.  
On Wednesday 23 September, Pamela Marden shared these powerful prayers:  

Come, Holy Spirit, pour out Your grace upon this Holy place and upon each one of us that 
bears Your precious Holy Name.  SPEAK, LORD, WE ARE LISTENING. 
 

Open our hearts, minds and ears, so that we can hear Your voice, speaking in the stillness. 
Mighty and compassionate God, we come before You now, just as we are. 
We come humbled and surrendered, into Your mighty presence. 
 HELP US TO HEAR YOU IN THE STILLNESS AND THE SILENCE. 
 

Faithful and loving God, speak peace and joy over us and in us. 
SPEAK, LORD, WE ARE LISTENING. 

Father God, increase our faith, hope and trust. Decrease our worries, fears and anxieties. 
Thank You that you encourage us to daily walk with You by faith and not by sight. 
Thank You for fearfully and wonderfully creating each one of us in Your image. 
Help us to live peacefully and joyfully, even in – and especially in – this season of turmoil, 
distress and uncertainty. 
 

Faithful and gracious God, thank You that You promise, even in our darkest hours, that we 
can rest, be at peace, safe in the knowledge that we are never alone, for You, our loving God, 
are with us always. Speak peace and joy over and in us. 

SPEAK, LORD, WE ARE LISTENING. 

Create and inspire in us a desire to know You more, to experience more of You in our 
lives, hour by hour, day by day. We humbly ask for Your vision, Lord. How can we serve You 
more? We are not all called to do great things, but we are all called to serve You. 
Thank You that you commission us and give us the authority to go out into the world to share 
the good news of Your Gospel; to shine the light of Your salvation in the present darkness, so 
that others would come to know of Your saving grace, to love You and, by the Truth, be set 
free.  UNLEASH YOUR AWESOME POWER WITHIN EACH ONE OF US. 
 

Faithful and loving God, „speak‟ peace and joy over and in us. 
SPEAK, LORD, WE ARE LISTENING.   

 

Healing Lord of all hope, we thank You that You love us and promise to watch over us, to 
guide and protect us, especially when we are sick and suffering in body, mind or spirit. 
We pray for our loved ones who are ill. We trust in Your promises in Isaiah that you will never 
forsake them; that you are with them always. 
 

Thank also for those who care for the sick; may they know that, whatever they do for them, 
they do also for You, which blesses, pleases and honours You. 

FAITHFUL AND LOVING GOD, SPEAK PEACE AND JOY OVER AND IN US.        
SPEAK, LORD, WE ARE LISTENING.   

In the silence, we bring before You our own prayers and petitions.  
May we hear You in the silence... 
 

 

Gracious, loving God, thank You for Your promise to heal the broken hearted.  
We bring before You all those who mourn and grieve, who are deeply distressed by the 
passing of a loved one. Thank you for Your words of comfort and reassurance that nothing 
can separate us from Your love and the powerful truth that death is not the end, but the 
beginning of everlasting life. 
 

Merciful Father God, as we face the days, weeks and months ahead, inspire us to focus only 
on You. Increase our trust, love and hope totally on You. 
 

We pray according to Your will for each one of us, individually and as a church. 
 

Today is Your gift to us; may we receive and accept it in the spirit in which it is given, and find 
peace, hope and joy.                  Merciful Lord, accept these prayers...         Amen. 



Thank you to David Spencer for responding when I asked about sharing memories of the 
‘old’ school; now our Walmsley Parish Community Hall. This is what David has written: 
 

I attended Walmsley School from 1948 to 1954 and have many memories both of that 
period and subsequent years when our children also attended.  
 

Here are a couple of them which seem to stand out more than others, for some reason. 
 

I think it was in the top class, but it may have been earlier as well: we had marching 
sessions in the Hall when the whole class would split into two groups, half going one-way 
round and half the other. We would then join into pairs and then fours crossing in the 
middle and changing directions. A bit like military displays, tattoos and shows that you can 
still see today. I remember it being considered patriotic and, I guess, it was to instil 
discipline and coordination. 
 

I also recall a more personal incident which caused me embarrassment. Because we lived 
not too far from school, and lunch times were longer, I went home for lunch, in the first two 
years, or, more correctly, my mother walked down and back twice. She obviously tired of 
this and in year 3 said I should stay for school dinners. I was not keen, so I forgot my 
dinner-money on the first week and had to walk home on my own. That didn‟t last long 
because the following week my mother appeared in the classroom and interrupted the 
teacher to hand over the money. After that I stayed for school dinners, being watched 
over by the dinner-ladies to make sure I finished my sago pudding; but that‟s another 
story. 
 

David also fondly remembers being on the PTA when he and his wife Irene‟s children 
attended, their youngest, Richard, being in the top class when the new school opened: 
“The PTA organised many events and the best were probably the dinner dances although 
the committee had to clear up at the end (nothing changes!); but at least the alcohol made 
it less of a chore. One of the best liked groups to entertain us was the Houghton Weavers, 
but no doubt others will have their own memories.” 
 

If you do have memories of Walmsley Parish Community Hall / THE OLD SCHOOL, 
please do share them. I didn‟t arrive in Bolton until 1985 and would love to hear about its 

wealth of past history. 
 

One fond memory for me of the Hall 
was from 2004 when I was teaching 
Music, French and RE at Walmsley 
CE School: It was a fabulous event 
organised by Ken Holt: „BACK TO 
THE BLITZ’, set in War Time. Bryan 
Walne (Beryl‟s late husband) 
brilliantly played the role of our 
village Vicar and was also compère 
for the evening. I marched in followed 
by the Walmsley School Choir 
dressed in the costumes of young 
wartime evacuees ...and we sang a 
whole medley of wartime songs to an 
appreciative audience ...also dressed 
in wartime costume. My late Dad wore his WW2 Veteran‟s blazer and beret with his medals 
proudly on display. What fantastic evenings they were!!  Since then, of course, with Walmsley 
CE School we have staged amazing and spectacular all-singing, all-dancing, full costumed, 
props, lighting and sound shows there; but more of that, perhaps, another time. 



This last week – 22 September to be precise - John Evans and I celebrated the first 
anniversary of our Licensing as Authorised Lay Ministers here in Walmsley Parish. Thank 
you, John for your support not only through the course last year, but also during these 
very strange months of 2020. Your spiritual strength is a gift which I do not take for 
granted. What a joy it was to celebrate with our friends in our church this time last year, 
following the service at Manchester Cathedral. And thank you to everyone for the love and 
kindness with which you continue to surround us in our ministry.  
 

The flowers in Christ Church continue to bring cheer to us for our services and, 
last week, they were sponsored by Bob Kirby in memory of his late wife, Gwen.  
(Thank you to Kath Rushton for your floristry skills.) 
 

 

Chris Foster sent a message: “Yesterday I had a lovely surprise. I received a 
box of 50 face masks made in Taiwan from Stephen who was in our Pathfinder 
Group in the 90s and a Walmsley School pupil who has taught primary school 
children in Taipei for many years. The masks are the usual blue and white 
pleated ones. If anyone is in need of extra masks, please give me a shout.”  

 

Jamie Mackenzie, the Diocesan Local Ministry 
Officer (who organises the courses to train for 
Authorised Lay Ministry), posted this on social 
media this week. My response to him was: 

“Where we’re going, who needs light bulbs? 
 We are encouraged to shine God’s light 
through our lives to everyone we meet...”  
What would your response be...? 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to those who continue to telephone 
and connect with others who are alone or self-
isolating ...these friends are really grateful for 
your continued help and support. 
If anyone has any news, poems, prayers  
...or words of wisdom to share, it would be lovely to include them here.  
Local news is always welcome. Thank you.  
 

Please know that all of you, our church friends continue to be in our thoughts               
and prayers.  Stay safe and keep well. Love and blessings,   

Reverend Carol Hayden, Jane Dent - Church Warden,    
          Dawn Hitchen - Church Warden + Authorised Lay Minister for Pastoral Care  
 

 

Bill Braviner, a North East Priest, illuminates 
the Gospel of the Lord every day in his 
#MorningPrayer. Amen.  
 

Give us, Lord, such a share of your grace 
that we may meet others where they are,  
that we might engage with each one in a 
way that respects their understanding,  
and that we may share your gospel with 
such love, that the light of your kingdom 
shines for all to see. 

       We sincerely hope that you enjoy the resources being provided from across the  
       Turton Moorland Team Ministry and that it is helping you to „feel connected‟ in these       

      socially distanced times. Please share your thoughts and feedback with us. 
 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/MorningPrayer?src=hashtag_click


PLEASE REMEMBER: For those who don’t have internet or social media, 

do check out the Church of England free resource: ‘DAILY HOPE’. 
Friends continue to tell me that they have enjoyed this resource. Please 
do use it. 

The Church of England free phone:  ‘DAILY HOPE’  
0800 804 8044 to listen to hymns, reflections and prayers.  

 

 

 

Thank you to those who have now set up your offertory giving by standing order 

Thank you for making a difference. 
 

For those of you who wish to continue your offertory by cash or cheque, you might like 
to combine the number of weeks missed into one for when you return to church.  

Thank you for your contribution to the running of our churches.  
 

Switching to Standing Order is easy and, if you pay tax, Gift Aid adds an extra 25%; we can 
send you a Gift Aid form to be returned when church re-opens.  

 

If you wish to contact your bank for a monthly standing order to be made payable to:  
CHRIST CHURCH WALMSLEY: 

Payable to Walmsley Parochial Church - Account number 10251161 –  
                                                                    Sort code: 16 – 00 – 06 
OR ST. ANDREW’S: 
Payable to: St.Andrew’s - Account number 91505262 - 
                                           Sort code: 40 - 12 - 41 
 

GRUB TUB for URBAN OUTREACH                                   
Please do continue to remember those who rely on food 
donations. As a church we have supported Urban Outreach in a 
number of ways, including donating to the Grub Tubs in each church. Whilst our 
churches are closed, you can place your food donations in the GRUB TUBs in our local 
supermarkets. URBAN OUTREACH rely on the generosity of food donors to provide food 
parcels to those in need across the borough. Thank you to those who have given recently. 
 

If you need to speak with a church representative, please contact Wardens:  
Jane Dent jane@walmsleyparish.org or telephone 595695 

Dawn Hitchen dawn@walmsleyparish.org or telephone 304142. Thank you. 

 
This encouraging verse from Paul‟s letter to the 
Ephesians was quoted in Pamela M‟s note to me, 
which accompanied her lovely prayers, together 
with words by Barbara Johnson: 
„Hope can give us life. It can provide energy 
that would otherwise do us in completely if we 
tried to operate in our own strength.‟ 
 
 

           And something to ponder...      Amen 

mailto:jane@walmsleyparish.org
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