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Dear friends,                  
 

Some restrictions have now eased in our area, but we 
know that life is far from normal. We hope that this weekly, 
cheery newsletter brings you a little comfort and light relief.  
Please let us know if we can do anything more to help you 
feel connected in these strange, socially distanced times.   
 

It has been wonderful to welcome back our own Team 
Vicar, Reverend Carol Hayden. She and her family have been in our prayers - and never 
far from our thoughts - for very many months, so it is a real privilege for those of us who 
feel able to attend church to be present in the services she is again leading.  
 

This Sunday - 4 October - at 9.30am, there will be a service of Holy Communion at Christ 
Church Walmsley led by Reverend Carol Hayden. There will be a mid-week service at 
Christ Church at 11am on Wednesday 7 October and, as the first mid-week service of the 
month, we will be using The Book of Common Prayer  
 

St. Andrew’s Church services are fortnightly on the 2nd & 4th Sundays, the next one being 
the Harvest Service on 11 October at 11am. Please note: Sunday 11 October will also be 
the HARVEST SERVICE at Christ Church Walmsley at 9.30am – read on for more details.  

 

 

Please note: We encourage those who are not working to please come to the mid-week 
Wednesday service at 11am to ease space at our Sunday Service. However, please do not 
feel that this is mandatory; if you are unable to attend the mid-week, we would still love to 
see you on a Sunday! Thank you.   

May we remind you also to keep to the 2 metre rule within our buildings and we hope that people will 
feel safe and welcome. You should wear masks or face coverings as you enter and leave and 
throughout the service, unless medically exempt, although those reading and leading prayers may           
               remove them when speaking to the congregation.  
               Please keep your face covering in place as you receive the communion bread and     
               only remove this to take communion after you have walked away; thank you. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Electoral Roll Each year, the Church requires us to submit the number of adult 
parishioners who attend church - our Electoral Roll. If you are already on that Roll, you need 
do nothing! Please contact our Electoral Roll Officer, Steve Brannon (01204 307274) if you 
are unsure. Completed forms (available in church and online) to be returned, please, by e-
mail or by post c/o: Walmsley Vicarage, 2, Higher Dunscar, Egerton, Bolton BL7 9TE. 
 

 
 

Prayers shared by Sandra Morris in the Service at Christ Church Walmsley on 27 September:  
 

We thank You, Lord, that Reverend Carol is back with us, in our church and with us today.   
We know that Your constant presence in her life is - and will be - essential for her to find her way 
in a new world.  We pray for Carol and her family to be supported by Your love and faith in You. 
 

We give thanks Lord for our Team Clergy, Church Wardens and many other people who have 
supported our churches in opening up for worship, providing a safe space for us to meet in faith 
and to allow us to be within our church community.  Amen. 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO PUT THIS DATE IN YOUR DIARY: Sunday 18th October  
This is when our ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING (delayed from April)  
will be held at c. 10.30-11.30am (after the 9.30am service) at Christ Church Walmsley. 
We welcome new people; there are always tasks to be done, for which we would 

love more volunteers to help. Please support us if you can. Thank you. 💕  
 



‗Limping to Jerusalem‘ on social media often shares 
wonderful images and reflections. How fantastic to 
see these beautiful creatures accompanying such a 
powerful Bible verse as this. Thank you and Amen.  

 

"For God, Who said, 'Let light shine out of 
darkness,' made His light shine in our hearts to 
give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of Christ." (2 Corinthians 4:6) 
 

Reverend Carol delivered a powerful and thought-
provoking sermon about humility at the mid-week 
service on Wednesday (30 Sep). Another post from 
‗Limping to Jerusalem‘ echoed some of her reflections: 

 

 

"Jesus always honoured the person behind the issues, even among those who must 
have been offensive to Him in some ways. He associated with people viewed as moral 
outcasts. He engaged with occupying soldiers and also tax collectors who served the 
occupying government. Yet He always treated those people with dignity, respect, and 
compassion. 
 

"It does not take much grace to be around someone who is just like you, who thinks like 
you, acts like you, votes like you. Grace is put to the test when you‘re around somebody 
who is different from you, and who in fact may be offensive to you. 
 

"We don‘t have the option of treating that contrary person as an outcast. In fact, Jesus 
had the opposite paradigm. He said: ‗I came for the sick, not the well, and for sinners, not 
the righteous‘. 
 

"Sometimes the Church falls into the same trap as the Pharisees, where we start viewing 
ourselves as morally superior and we want people to be like us. Instead, we are called to 
reach out to others no matter where they are. Even if they are in bad straits because of 
their destructive choices, we still should respond with mercy, compassion, and healing—
as Jesus did. He reached out to the poor, and stood for justice. So must we."                                         
                                                                                                                  ~Phillip Yancey~ 
 
 
 

I enjoy reading amazing and inspirational stories and messages from very many sources. 
Each week, I select those I have most enjoyed to share with you so, as very little in the 
way of news has been sent my way for the compilation of today‘s newsletter, here is a 
reflection which moved me this week: 
 

―The majority of us lead quiet, unheralded lives as we pass 
through this world. There will most likely be no ticker-tape 
parades for us, no monuments created in our honour. But that 
does not lessen our possible impact, for there are scores of 
people waiting for someone just like us to come along; people 
who will appreciate our compassion, our unique talents.  
 

"Someone who will live a happier life merely because we took 
the time to share what we had to give. Too often we 
underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a 
listening ear, an honest compliment, or the smallest act of 
caring, all of which have a potential to turn a life around. It‘s overwhelming to consider 
the continuous opportunities there are to make our love felt.‖ ~Leo Buscaglia~ 



Our Team Rector, Canon Peter Reiss’s letter this week:  
 

This week we celebrated the feast of St Michael and all Angels.  
 

I don‘t know what others think about angels – they are found in the Bible from Genesis to 
Revelation, God‘s messengers and agents.  
 

The Book of Common Prayer mentions that God has  ―ordained and constituted the 
services of Angels and men in a wonderful order.‖ I like that phrase – wonderful order – 
as it asks us to acknowledge and enjoy the angelic without trying to organise tings too 
scientifically. If God is living and loving, then God will and does connect with us, and how 
God does that will be remarkable and mysterious and wonderful.  
We may sense the presence of God‘s Spirit,  
or we may ‗hear‘ a voice,  
or we may feel uplifted in worship or peace,  
or we may feel prompted to do something.  
 

We may find a ―God-incidence‖, one of those co-incidences that seems so providential,  
or we may feel God has not been there for us for too long.  
 

We should not get too hung up on angels; angels are only messengers of God, but we 
should pray for God to guide us, help us, deliver us from evil, provide, be with us, and in 
his mystery and wonder God will be there and sometimes we will sense the angelic 
nudge. 
 

Sometimes we will look back and see how God was there even when we did not know at 
the time.  
 

It is of God if it points us to Jesus, and inspires us in love of neighbour and desire for the 
Kingdom and justice. If it does not then it may be nice, or it may be a distraction, but it is 
not of God.  
 

And we should also pray that we can be agents of God‘s grace to others, offering love, 
praying, encouraging, and others will maybe say we were God‘s messenger for them on 
that occasion, and again we may not know it at all. 
 

When the world is being overcome with bleak news then it may be good to reflect on the 
angels and God‘s wonderful presence with us and in our world. 
 

Don‘t get fixated about angels and things, but equally don‘t write off the spiritual realms 
and God‘s varied ways of encouraging and supporting us.  
 

There is a wonderful order, not just an order to how God does things. 💕 
 

This week, Canon Peter‘s 
social media posts across 
the Team have continued 
the theme of beautiful hymn 
words on backdrops of 
fantastic photos from 
across our local area: 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

And from last week‘s online 
Service, the hymn:  
‘Now thank we all our God 
with heart and hands and 
voices ... 
 

Who wondrous things 
has done, in Whom this 
world rejoices. 
...With countless gifts of 
love, and still is ours 

today.’        Amen!! 



 

 

Our HARVEST Services will be held on SUNDAY 11 OCTOBER: 
 CHRIST CHURCH WALMSLEY – 9.30am   
 ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH – 11am 
This year, we will be collecting tinned and packet  
food (with a long use by date please) to deliver to: 
 

They are often short of tins of pulses, tuna, vegetables, meat-based items, 
chopped tomatoes and jars of pasta/curry sauce. Thank you. 

 
 

 

 
 
 

ADVENTURE  - The Bolton Children Changing Places Team featured a wonderful 

acrostic prayer this week to launch a ‗#fortnight of faith‘ :  
 

Adonai, the Alpha begins it. Devotion and discipline help us not to quit. Voice, we 
know His call. Enjoy the fact He makes our way. Never give up. Trust God. Underneath 
His arms. Remember witnesses surround us. Eternity, welcoming all adventures.  

 

 

  

IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND A CHURCH SERVICE, donated food can be dropped off  
at the Food Hub which is the former Staples / Office Outlet unit on Trinity Retail Park,  

off Bradford Street, Bolton BL2 1HY. (Past Burger King and Arnold Clark  
car sales.) The Hub is open for drop-offs and deliveries  

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays between 10.00am and 4.00pm.  
On Wednesdays the Hub is open from 10.00am until 3.00pm. Thank you. 

 

 

Unfortunately, the  Mothers‘ Union 
‗Lockdown Poetry‘ series, which 
Jenny Murphy has been forwarding 
to share with you, has come to an 
end. This group of poems has been 
really good to share across the 
Diocese.  

I leave you with this poem, as we 
look forward to a time when 
Coronavirus is a thing of the past!! 



FOR A FUTURE EDITION: If you have memories of Walmsley Parish Community 
Hall / THE OLD SCHOOL, please do share them. Perhaps of one of the many amazing 
shows staged by Walmsley Operatics ...or other visiting amateur societies...?   
We would love to hear and stories you have. 
 

Thank you, Patrick K, for your response to Jamie Mackenzie‘s humorous question:  
‗How many Christians does it take to change a light bulb?‘ 
“Church of England: Numerous; FACULTY required!”  

What would your response be...? 
 
 

Ken Holt has sent this intriguing photo, with the caption: 
―WATCH THIS SPACE...!‖   (Amusing suggestions  
accepted ...but not necessarily be printed ! DH) 
 

UPDATES:  
Dorothy Banton who, last week, had a triple heart bypass 
at Manchester Royal Infirmary is now back home and 
sends her love to everyone. Thank you for all your prayers 
and positive thoughts.  
 

Mary Lowe, who fell as she was on her way to church last 
Sunday, is still a little shaken and bruised, but no bones 
broken and sends her love and thanks to us for our concern. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to those who continue to telephone and connect with others who are alone or 
self-isolating ...those friends are really grateful for your continued help and support. 
If anyone has any news, poems, prayers ...or words of wisdom to share,  
it would be lovely to include them here. Local news is always welcome. Thank you.  
 

Please know that all of you, our church friends continue to be in our thoughts and prayers.  
Stay safe and keep well. Love and blessings,   

Reverend Carol Hayden, Jane Dent - Church Warden,    
          Dawn Hitchen - Church Warden + Authorised Lay Minister for Pastoral Care  
 

 

This prayer links beautifully to Canon Peter‘s message to us this week... 
Bill Braviner, a North East Priest, posts a daily #MorningPrayer on Twitter (which I re-
tweet on our Church page). This week, Bill B called for us to be aware of angels in our 
lives and to embrace our call to be - like them - messengers of His gospel: 
 

Keep us mindful, Lord, of the ministry of your angels to guard and protect us, 
to announce your kingdom, to sing your praise. 
Make us ready to entertain your angels, even if unawares. 
May we emulate them by embracing our call to be messengers of your gospel to all. 
Amen 
 

       We sincerely hope that you enjoy the resources being provided from across the  
       Turton Moorland Team Ministry and that it is helping you to ‗feel connected‘ in these       

      socially distanced times. Please share your thoughts and feedback with us. 
 

A BIG THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO SUPPORTED - AND CONTRIBUTED TO –  
THIS YEAR’S FUNDRAISING for MACMILLAN CANCER SUPPORT.  

THE AMAZING SUM of £1,209.21 was raised from Walmsley Parish for this  

wonderful charity, thanks to the amazing efforts of Jo & Stephen Woods  
+ Jean Maden. That is absolutely fantastic – thank you for your generosity.  
 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/MorningPrayer?src=hashtag_click


PLEASE REMEMBER: For those who don’t have internet or social media, 

do check out the Church of England free resource: ‘DAILY HOPE’. 
Friends continue to tell me that they have enjoyed this resource. Please 
do use it. 

The Church of England free phone:  ‘DAILY HOPE’  
0800 804 8044 to listen to hymns, reflections and prayers.  

 

 

 

Thank you to those who have now set up your offertory giving by standing order 

Thank you for making a difference. 
 

For those of you who wish to continue your offertory by cash or cheque, you might like 
to combine the number of weeks missed into one for when you return to church.  

Thank you for your contribution to the running of our churches.  
 

Switching to Standing Order is easy and, if you pay tax, Gift Aid adds an extra 25%; we can 
send you a Gift Aid form to be returned when church re-opens.  

 

If you wish to contact your bank for a monthly standing order to be made payable to:  
CHRIST CHURCH WALMSLEY: 

Payable to Walmsley Parochial Church - Account number 10251161 –  
                                                                    Sort code: 16 – 00 – 06 
OR ST. ANDREW’S: 
Payable to: St.Andrew’s - Account number 91505262 - 
                                           Sort code: 40 - 12 - 41 
 

GRUB TUB for URBAN OUTREACH                                   
Please do continue to remember those who rely on food 
donations. As a church we have supported Urban Outreach in a 
number of ways, including donating to the Grub Tubs in each church. Whilst our 
churches are closed, you can place your food donations in the GRUB TUBs in our local 
supermarkets. URBAN OUTREACH rely on the generosity of food donors to provide food 
parcels to those in need across the borough. Thank you to those who have given recently. 
 

If you need to speak with a church representative, please contact Wardens:  
Jane Dent jane@walmsleyparish.org or telephone 595695 

Dawn Hitchen dawn@walmsleyparish.org or telephone 304142. Thank you. 

 
May we always shine our light brightly 
...as a beacon of hope for others to follow:                          And something to ponder...       
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