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                         2nd SUNDAY before ADVENT                                            
                                       15 November 2020 
 

Dear friends,                  
 

It has seemed a very different week, without our usual 
services, especially at this time of Remembrance.  
 

May I remind you of a shared thought from our last week‟s 
newsletter: „Being the church isn’t cancelled‟; we are just 
worshipping differently. We were challenged to be „Church 

for a different World‟ even before this 
pandemic, and we have certainly tried many and varied ways to keep everyone 
connected. We do hope that you are feeling the faith, hope and love being 
shared amongst us in our local communities and across the Turton Moorland 
Team Ministry. It is always lovely to hear from you and I wish to especially thank 
those who have been in touch to say that they enjoy this shared newsletter. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Although there were no remembrance parades and no public acts of worship 
in church, wreaths were laid individually at Dunscar War Memorial and there 
is a beautiful display of painted poppy pebbles around the Memorial – 
created & collected locally and placed there by children with their families. 
Grateful appreciation to everyone who has contributed in any way and to our 
Councillors for their support. 

 
 
 
  

 

 

 
 
 

 

What a truly amazing display in memory of 
those who gave their lives for our freedom. 
We continue to remember all whose lives 
are affected by war. Peace be with them. 

Church Opening during the current restrictions: PLEASE NOTE that Christ Church 
Walmsley will be open on Sunday mornings and Wednesday mornings between 10.00am 
and 11.00am for private prayer. If you would like to come and sit, pray, be silent, please do 

come at this time. Please bring a Bible and / or Prayer Book if you would like to.  
 

The flowers up in church this Sunday were to be in memory of Patrick Kearney‟s 
late wife, Anne, who died 30 years ago on 18 November. Instead, his donation will 
go towards the flowers at Christmas. (Seen here the beautiful poppy arrangement.) 
 



At the beginning of Lockdown, pictures of rainbows could be 
seen in many windows & doors and on billboards as a 
symbol of hope and also to thank the NHS for all they 
were doing to cope with the Covid crisis. 
 

A couple of weeks ago, Sandra Morris led the 
Intercessions at Christ Church Walmsley and shared 
some lovely prayers, which I have saved until now: 
 

Lord, we thank you for the natural beauty in the world.   
We thank you for rainbows. 
Rainbows have been a sign 
of gratitude and thanks throughout the pandemic for our front line 
workers in the NHS.   
 

Rainbows are usually seen as a sign of peace and hope as they 
often appear when the sun follows a heavy rainfall.  They remind 
us that there is hope and light to follow, even after the darkest of 
times. Science tells us that a rainbow can only appear when the 

circumstances are just right, when there is the right balance of sun, moisture, rain and light.  
Our world has had many rainbows recently; miracles of beauty.   
 

In Genesis, God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you 
and every living creature with you for all future generations.  I have set my rainbow in 
the cloud and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth.” 
 

Rainbow events in our lives are when we know God is 
with us, when we have taken the time to think about our 
lives and know how God‟s hand in our lives made a 
difference.   
 

We have had a great deal of rain recently and also a lot 
of rainbows.  They are a natural meteorological 
phenomenon and a gift from God that appear and 
reappear to reaffirm God‟s covenant with us. Amen. 
 

Follow up from APCM / PCC 
 

We are always sad when friends step down from being on the PCC.  
 

At our APCM, we welcomed new members... but omitted to mark those who – for whatever 
reason - are no longer members. We wish to publicly acknowledge that Mike Hayden was a 
very valuable member of our PCC, giving strong support in whatever was needed, not least to 
his wife, Reverend Carol. He fulfilled a fabulous role as Fire Officer, and his death leaves a 
gaping hole in so many ways; we offer our posthumous thanks to this gentle Welsh giant.  
 

We also wish to pass on our thanks to Chris Buckley and to Patrick & Lorraine Kearney for 
their faithful service over many years and, of course to Jane Dent and to Dan Nield,  although 
all have reassured us that they will be on hand to help and support if needed. 
 

We are delighted to announce that Lucy Walsh - who volunteered to be Foundation Governor 
at Walmsley CE School - was voted in unanimously at our „zoom‟ PCC meeting on Thursday. 

  
This was shared on Facebook on Friday 
morning and I know that these words are 
also on a poster in Walmsley CE School: 

 

“In a world where you can  

be anything, be kind.” 
 

Let every day be an opportunity to show 
kindness to each other through our lives, 
our words and our actions.  



Our Team Rector, Canon Peter Reiss’s letter this week:  
 

This past week has seen numerous Remembrance “events”, local and national, including the 
centenary of the burial of the Unknown Soldier in Westminster Abbey. As local churches we 
have sought to join with our communities and contribute to our communities and I hope we 
feel we have done so. 
 

It would be sad if our churches were not joining with and contributing to our communities.  
We have also used our imagination and creativity and sought both from others in order to 
keep the essence even if the normal practice couldn‟t happen. And we will have to do the 
same again for Advent and for Christmas. 
 

We should take heart from what we have done this past week. We can offer spiritual 
resources online and through the post; we can come up with different ways to celebrate; we 
can still “do” it properly, albeit differently. 
 

And, yes, we are feeling weary in soul from the restrictions, the separations, and the ongoing 
uncertainty. And for many the economic hit is serious and livelihood threatening. Some are 
fearful for their mental equilibrium or for the mental health of family or friends.  
 

At this time of year we always cope with extra darkness, but this year the darkness is not just 
from earlier sunsets. If it was, we would be sure the days would return. But the light shines in 
the darkness and the darkness could not / cannot overcome it (comprehended it not as the 
Authorised Version says). 
 

I think we should take heart from how we have responded to the challenges of joining with 
and contributing to our communities this week, and we can learn too. What we planned to do 
when we thought churches could be open had to change. We can be confident that we will 
share the deep messages of peace, hope, comfort and joy that are the essence of 
Christmas even if it looks different and even though much that we might normally enjoy, may 
not be present. 
 

Advent will soon be upon us, which should be a time for preparation. If we can‟t prepare 
some of the externals, we may have more time to prepare the heart. Sometimes, maybe, the 
tinsel and glitter is a distraction from the light that has come into the world.  
 

And in the coming weeks as we continue to pray for our world and the Covid crisis, we must 
not forget the war-torn parts of the world, those whose lives are blighted by poverty and or 
violence, and the ever-increasing challenge of Global Warming. We have remembered the 
past but we must also remember that our actions today impact on the lives of future 
generations. We pass on memories of sacrifice in war, but we must also pass on more than 
just memories of a world of beauty; we must work to pass on that world of beauty. 
 

So encouragement and challenge – May God give us peace and strength. 
 

ITEM request from Peter: 
 

Thank you to all who have contributed to the provision of household goods for refugee 
families. The gift of pans, appliances, bedding or furniture makes such a difference to those 
who have very little, and the recipients are very grateful.  
 

If you do have kitchen-ware, kitchen utensils, or household goods that you think others might 
need, we can find a new and good home for them. Please let Peter know – 07935395040. 
 

A particular request; There is a family with three secondary school age children. Do you have 
an x-box or Play Station you no longer use in your family? It would bring such joy to these 
children. Thank you. 
 

Thank you also to all who continue to contribute to Urban Outreach. We may not always 
realise what a difference our gifts make.  [Please see on p.6 a letter from Sam Bagley from 
URBAN OUTREACH regarding their charity work and Winter Watch.] 



Peter’s reflections on the Gospel reading for this Sunday – Matthew 25: 14-30 
 

The Parable of the Talents  - Warning – spoiler alerts 
 

A Talent is a big amount of money so this parable is better called “the Parable of the Servants 
who were given big bags of gold”. 
 

And it is not a “real” story. People didn‟t just hand over large bags of gold to their slaves and 
leave them to it. This man is reckless, generous, borderline stupid to hand over such wealth, 
and the slaves will not have seen that sort of money before. Think rich man who hands over 
the keys to his Porsche and Ferraris to some sixth-formers! The story is to get us thinking! 
 

And we are not meant to ask too many questions about the economics or how exactly the two 
both doubled their amount and had it ready to hand back on the master‟s return. 
 

[By the way hiding money in the ground was a way of keeping it safe when houses didn’t 
have secure locks, so the third slave was careful not to lose what he had.] 
 

So the slaves are entrusted with a huge gift / responsibility – and God entrusts us with the 
Gospel message to share, pass on, and “double”. The challenge – do we go out and share 
the good news, or do we find it awkward and bury it and only dig it up to hand back – “Here, 
this is yours, I didn‟t want it; I found the responsibility too much ..” 
 

And the story makes the point even more strongly by presenting two very different outcomes; 
two slaves enter into the joy of their master – we imagine them coming in and sitting down for 
dinner, and the third is thrown into outer darkness; he has no further place with the master or 
in the story.  
 

Jesus challenged people to see that there was a decision to make about God, and he framed 
the challenge in bold, big, bright letters and stories. Matthew‟s Gospel ends with three 
parables of people doing stuff while the main man is away – the faithful steward who looks 
after the house in the master‟s absence (or not), the bridesmaids who are ready for the bride-
groom‟s return (or not) and the slaves who either work with the gifts they are entrusted with 
(or not). Three times we are told stories of a main man who WILL return, even if we don‟t 
know when, and three times we hear stories of how some respond positively and some don‟t 
and what sort of exclusion the latter group find themselves in because they forgot the main 
man. We can‟t say we are not being warned! 
 

Despite Covid, or even within Covid, are we waiting on God, living as a faithful steward, and 
enjoying the gift of the gold of the Gospel? Or are we forgetful, ignoring and even wishing we 
hadn‟t got it? 
 

A big bold story with a big bold challenge. But a big, generous master who lavishly bestows 
great bags of gold on his slaves, as God has generously given us the truth and gift of the 
gospel. 
 

A message from Chris Foster:  
In the newsletter for All Saints‟ Day, I enjoyed reading about the Fruit 
of the Spirit from Galatians 5 with the beautiful tree image filled with a 
mass of colourful fruits. It took me back to Pathfinder days when the 
young people one Christmas time presented a drama with a huge 
Christmas cracker. When the cracker was pulled out came the fruits 
of the Spirit - love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self control. Such wonderful ways of 
being that Paul encourages us to aspire to.  
 

We also sang the Fruit of the Spirit song to a great tune which I can‟t 
find on YouTube - but when we can once more be in church and 
singing I‟ll teach it to Dawn and River of Life can sing it to everyone!  
Singing the fruits is the best way to remember them.  
 

(See cover e-mail for a link to a very funky version of a song: ‘Fruit of the Spirit’!! – D x) 



FANCY A MEMORABLE CALENDAR for 2021...??! 

You may recall the wonderfully sunny days at the beginning of Lockdown, when one of 
the delights for many families on their daily excursion was to walk past the home of Jo & 
Stephen Woods next to Dunscar Woods. Well, this creative couple has now put together a 
selection of the scenes which they staged in their front garden each day ...and which we 
featured in our weekly Walmsley Parish News; a 2021 Calendar is currently in print.  
They hope to have the calendars very soon (see a tempting view below). 
 

The title will be „Dunscar Tableaux‟ and all the money from the sale of these will go to the 
fund-raising for Walmsley Parish Community Hall. As the church buildings are now 
closed, Jo and Stephen propose to sell these calendars from their front garden between 
10am and 2pm on Saturday 21

 
November, if people can please contact them on 01204 

303322. The  calendars  are £5.00 each, correct cash preferred, thank you. 

 

An idea from Angie Foster...  
 

I have been inspired by a photograph of the 
nave of Ripon Cathedral and the story behind it:  

 

10,000 origami angels were made by 100 
volunteers ranged from 3 – 90 years old and 
300 school pupils to create an inspiring host of 
angels in Ripon Cathedral. Each angel 
represents a dedication made during the 
COVID-19 pandemic to key workers and loved 
ones. During July, over 50 volunteers and staff 
members suspended these 10,000 angels from 
a net before it was raised 50 feet into the nave‟s 
vaulted ceiling and here is a picture: 
 

Wouldn‟t it be a wonderful project for the dark nights leading up to Christmas to have it ready 
in time for the fourth Sunday in Advent so that the angels could be hung in time for 
Christmas? 
 

I am not suggesting anything as ambitious as hanging them from the ceiling, but maybe we 
could use the prayer tree in church? Each angel can be dedicated to an NHS or key worker, 
or loved one, in an online book and some people have used the opportunity to donate money 
to a charity (their chosen ones were the Yorkshire Air Ambulance and Ripon Cathedral). 
Perhaps we could choose one close to us as a parish? 
 

If you are interested please let me know, (and the approximate number of angels you could 
make), so that I can gauge the level of interest to see if we can can fill the branches of the 
tree – I am sure you will all rise to the challenge!  (Please respond through Dawn Hitchen.) 



A LETTER from                            (sent to Winter Watch volunteers on Friday 6 November) 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Well….this year has been different! Even after the last 7 months I am still not any closer to 
processing what has happened. I would normally be opening with something like „it only feels 
like yesterday since we closed the doors of Winter Watch...‟ but in all honesty, it seems like a 
lifetime ago. So much has happened in some areas and yet so little has happened in other 
areas. 
 

I miss you all! I miss seeing your joyful faces, I miss catching up with you and hearing how 
you are, I miss the banter. I am also very aware of the impact this pandemic has had on 
many of you. Please know that at Urban Outreach we stand with you and we are praying for 
each of you.  
 

It has been a very busy year at Urban Outreach. Since March, we have been running the 
Humanitarian Food Hub at our unit, feeding over 35,000 people across Bolton who have been 
impacted by Covid. We have been so overwhelmed by the generosity of so many who have 
given time and resources to help those struggling during this time. We really have seen the 
very best of Bolton! 
 

All our adult and family support projects have continued throughout the pandemic which has 
been challenging but absolutely necessary. However, many of our food related projects have 
been absorbed into the Food Hub and have not run in the same way. One particular project 
was Bolton Lunches which, thanks to the efforts of Marcus Rashford and many schools 
across the country, was not needed in the same way as previous years. 
 

With many of our projects, we have had to adapt to the ever changes laws, policies and 
guidelines laid out by our government. One in particular is directly linked to Winter Watch. 
With what would appear to be a „second wave‟ of the coronavirus sweeping through our 
nation, it is all too clear that Winter Watch would just not be able to run. So it is with a heavy 
heart that we have to cancel Winter Watch this year. We are still waiting for clarity with 
regards to In Off the Street and whether it will be able to open. Even with a pandemic, the 
nights will get cold and people will need somewhere to stay. Please will you join with me in 
praying for Ian and the team as they navigate the legislations around if and how they can 
open. 
 

Before I sign off, I would just like to share something that has kept me going during some of 
the lowest and hardest times of this pandemic. That something is this thought of „the New‟. As 
days seems to merge into one and the relentless negativity that is being fed through every 
media platform, not to mention our own fears and varying degrees of isolation, it is all too 
easy to let everything build up on top of each other. Before we know it, we are overwhelmed, 
drowning, in the worries and cares of things we can‟t control. But God reminded me of this 
wonderful gift of the New: a New day, his mercies which are New each morning, the New life 
we have in Him, New Hope, New Joy and the New Thing which He declared to be doing in 
this broken world. Never forget that every day is a New Day, a gift, with so many new 
opportunities. Let us not dwell on what we can‟t control, not looking around at what the world 
is throwing at us, but keeping our eyes fixed on the One who, in His awesome Grace and 
Mercy,  grants us a New Day. 
 

May God‟s relentless and unwavering Love be with each of you, protecting your hearts and 
minds and may His Peace lead you to still waters and green pastures. And may His Grace 
and Mercy refresh each of you so that you may seize each day with joy and growing 
anticipation of all the New Things He is doing in our town, in our nation and in our World! "To 
him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honour and glory and power, for 
ever and ever!" 
 

Samuel Bagley    Food Team Project Coordinator  - Urban Outreach (Bolton)  



   Diocesan Plans 
 
 

The Diocese recently posted a lengthy paper outlining proposals to group parishes into quite 
large Mission Communities. Some will have seen the document, others not. 
 
 

There are two significant elements to it. First this much larger grouping of parishes, normally 
into groups with about four paid posts (including one curate). The second and more 
significant element probably, is that the current financial crisis in the diocese and the 
downward curve of income means that the number of stipendiary (paid) posts in the diocese 
needs to reduce more and faster than was previously envisaged. However we do not know 
the actual time-scale for all this. 
 

 

There was a set of maps at the end of the document – though we are now told this is only a 
suggestion to help parishes realise the sort of size for Mission Communities. 
 

For us in Turton Moorland, it would mean being part of a Mission Community at least twice 
the size of the current Team, but we do not know how parishes would be grouped within each 
Mission Community, nor how clergy would be deployed. We hope to know more in the 
coming weeks when we have heard from the Bishop and Archdeacon.  
 

We understand that we will have a chance to contribute. While the suggested map split the 
existing Team up and separated Belmont from the other parishes, we are told that we can 
make the case locally for what we think is a better configuration. 
 
 

Please pray for our diocesan leaders – the current allocation and finances are not 
sustainable and things do need to change and there will be reductions in paid clergy posts. It 
will challenge to us to encourage greater collaborative ministry and to draw on the gifts and 
skills of all but it will also require us to be good stewards, using our resources wisely and for 
the right projects and reasons, and humble to know what we cannot do, even if we would like 
to. Alongside that we need to pray that we have the faith to step out to do the things God IS 
calling us to do, but we need to be careful that we are not just wanting God to bless our 
preferred projects! 
 

We are called to be God‟s people where we are, gathered for worship and sent out in 
witness, love and mission. We continue to have this call, and God is and will be with us in and 
through changes.  
 

If you have any questions or concerns, or feel you would like to know more please be in 
touch, but at the moment we do not know much more than you!     Peter Reiss – Team Rector 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Thank you to those who continue to connect with others for your ongoing help and support. 

Please get in touch if you have any news, poems, prayers ...or words to share. Thank you.  

You are in our thoughts and prayers.  Love and blessings, 
 Reverend Carol Hayden, Iain Stewart - Church Warden  
          Dawn Hitchen - Church Warden + Authorised Lay Minister for Pastoral Care  
 

 
 
 

Beautiful daily words from Bill Braviner in his daily #MorningPrayer:  
Lord, shine your light in us and from us. Amen 

 

Lord, may we remain open to your love working in us, transforming us daily into the 
disciples you call us to be.  
Grant that our outward faith may never be just an image, but always the overflowing 
of your activity in us, the shining of your light in us and from us. 

 
 

 

We continue to plan for services in Advent and for Christmas,  
though we do not know what the restrictions and limitations will be.  
All we can say at the moment is “watch this space”... 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/MorningPrayer?src=hashtag_click


PLEASE REMEMBER: For those who don’t have internet or social media, 

do check out the Church of England free resource: ‘DAILY HOPE’. 
Friends continue to tell me that they have enjoyed this resource. Please 
do use it. 

The Church of England free phone:  ‘DAILY HOPE’  
0800 804 8044 to listen to hymns, reflections and prayers.  

 

 

 

Thank you to those who have now set up your offertory giving by standing order 

Thank you for making a difference. 
 

For those of you who wish to continue your offertory by cash or cheque, you might like 
to combine the number of weeks missed into one for when you return to church.  

Thank you for your contribution to the running of our churches.  
 

Switching to Standing Order is easy and, if you pay tax, Gift Aid adds an extra 25%; we can 
send you a Gift Aid form to be returned when church re-opens.  

 

If you wish to contact your bank for a monthly standing order to be made payable to:  
CHRIST CHURCH WALMSLEY: 

Payable to Walmsley Parochial Church - Account number 10251161 –  
                                                                    Sort code: 16 – 00 – 06 
OR ST. ANDREW’S: 
Payable to: St.Andrew’s - Account number 91505262 - 
                                           Sort code: 40 - 12 - 41 
 

GRUB TUB for URBAN OUTREACH                                   
Please do continue to remember those who rely on food 
donations. As a church we have supported Urban Outreach in a 
number of ways, including donating to the Grub Tubs in each church. Whilst our 
churches are closed, you can place your food donations in the GRUB TUBs in our local 
supermarkets. URBAN OUTREACH rely on the generosity of food donors to provide food 
parcels to those in need across the borough. Thank you to those who have given recently. 
 

If you need to speak with a church representative, please contact:  
Dawn Hitchen dawn@walmsleyparish.org or telephone 304142. Thank you. 

 
A closing reflection:                                                       This post appeared on social media:     

mailto:dawn@walmsleyparish.org

