EhrlSt t Andrew’s | second Sunday of ADVENT

e OF R 6 December 2020 THE SECOND SUNDAY

Dear friends, IN ADVENT:

As we lit the first candle in church this last week, those of
us gathered for Private Prayer shared the beautiful PEA E '

reflection and prayer of the ‘Advent Wreath Devotions’:

In troubled times it is often hard to see the hand of God : " :
in the events of the world around us. o, s
So today’s prayer is for a strong sense of his presence 0,
and confidence in what he intends. e
Eternal God, as we await the coming of our Saviour, strengthen our faith in your
goodness. Help us to place our trust in you when we find it hard to see the future
for our lives, for our community and for the world.

Through Jesus Christ, the ground and foundation of our faith. Amen.

Please come and join us as we return to public worship for a
SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION on 6 December on this second Sunday of Advent.
It will be led by Reverend Carol Hayden at Christ Church Walmsley at 9.30am.
The second candle of the Advent wreath will be lit.

There will be a mid-week Service of Holy Communion
on Wednesday 9 December at 11am - also led by Reverend Carol.

Please note: the next Service at St. Andrew’s will be
on Sunday 13 December at 11am and will be led by Reverend Carol Hayden.

Please note that social distancing is still in place; please wear a face covering and use the
hand sanitiser as you enter; thank you.

: A REMINDER TO LET REVEREND CAROL
: KNOW IF YOU WOULD LIKE A BOOKLET for: CoOmfort

Please contact her on 01204 587150 andj@ Y

May we hear the message of the angels this CHRISTMAS: the good news of God's
: unfailing love for a world that is weary and hurting. Let us be reassured that God’s light
: continues to shine in the midst of darkness: a message of hope we can share widely.

i Comfort and Joy is the Church of England's 2020 Christmas campaign.

B ,5,\, Last Monday was St. Andrew’s Day and in the daily social
ii '{ ”;&\ﬂ‘ﬁ n)“ media post across the Turton Moorland Team, the beautiful
/] window in our St.

Andrew’s Church
was displayed in its
glory.

With the image was
the reminder that
we are called to
follow Jesus and to
show His love:
#Teach me to be a
disciple; #Help me
to make #disciples




St. Andrew’s also featured in the Team
Online Sunday Service, when the
wonderful children from their Sunday
School - which has continued via
WhatsApp during lockdown led by Kate
Turner - read beautifully.

Allan Hopkins, the Chair of our Team
Council, who worships at St. Andrew’s
led the Intercessions (see prayer leaflet.)

5t Andréw's Sufiday School - Xanthe
TR - h

Ava, Anna & Isla

From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived
no eye has seen any God besides you, p

who works for those who wait for him.

You meet those who gladly do right,

Harry & Archie

There is no one who calls on your name, ™
or attempts to take hold of you;
for you have hidden your face from us,
and have delivered us into the hand of our mlquitv

Last week, we invited people who had made their own Advent wreaths to send their photos.

Here are the creations of
Jo Woods: Bev Keating Edna Welsby and Harriet & Xanthe Dyson

If you haven't yet bought your CALENDAR for 2021 from Jo &
Stephen Woods, there are some available for purchase at Christ
Church or contact them on 01204 303322. All the money from the
sale of these will go to the fund-raising for Walmsley Parish
Community Hall. The calendars are £5.00 each, thank you.




A message to us all from Reverend Carol:

b e e e B B

Christmas this year is going to be different...
Many of our services are going to be different and some cannot
t happen at all. Rather than dwelling on what we cannot do, we have

been thinking outside the box.

This year our Christmas tree will be outside church and we would
like to invite you, our local community, to help decorate it. Not
because we are tight and do not want to buy our own baubles, but
because we thought it would be a nice idea to bring us together at
this difficult time. You could make your own tree decoration,
perhaps a star with a prayer on, or a name of someone you will miss
this Christmas time.

: We have a lot to be thankful for here in Egerton and Bromley Cross,
ESPECIALLY the people. So much kindness has been shown
during the pandemic. Speaking of KINDNESS, a huge thank you to
all at Ramwells farm for providing our beautiful tree at a massively
discounted rate.
Restrictions stop us from singing in church and yet, for many
people, carol singing is a big part of our Christmas Story. People
love singing carols. Singing is good for the body, mind and soul;
carols can unlock emotions, tell stories, and connect us to others,
past and present, while raising our prayers.
The Government guidelines have said that we can sing outside
So: on Sunday 20th December at 3:00pm, we are inviting you to join
us outside church, where we can socially distance and sing some of
our favourite carols around our beautiful (hopefully decorated
tree). Wrap up warm and bring a torch. t

) U 8 8 L 8 L n s L s e e e

Love & Prayers ~ Reverend Carol

A personal note to say thank you to Andy & Aidan Price of Evergreen Landscapes, who
came willingly to volunteer their time — and expertise — on Friday afternoon to put up our 10
foot Christmas tree (purchased from the cheerful Ramwells Farm team earlier in the week)!!!
Although three of us had tried valiantly on Thursday to get the huge tree to stay upright, we
failed miserably (...and Jo & Stephen Woods’ suggestion of getting a rota of willing volunteers
to lean on it simply wasnt practical &) So: it is ready for your decorations .... Thank you.
Ramwells Farm ... Aidan & Andy get to work ...and finish as the snow started to fall!

|
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Our Team Rector, Canon Peter Reiss’s letter this week:

Our Advent theme for this coming week is “Hope” - a word which we all understand, but
which is slippery in meaning. It could mean “I hope we’ll have a White Christmas” — a wish for
the future, or “| hope | win the lottery”.

It could be “I hope my results will be ok” — “I hope my job will be ok™ where the current
uncertainty makes us unsure of the future and where we would like a good result.

It could be “I hope this Covid epidemic is finally sorted,” where it is a deep wish for what will
happen but we don’t know when, or “I hope that x gets what they deserve,” where we express
a powerless wish for justice against a wrong-doer.

It could be “I hope for God’s Kingdom” where we set our sights on what is not (yet) seen.

Hope — for many there is a bit more hope with news of the vaccine, and for many the hope of
keeping a job is over as Arcadia and Debenhams have both collapsed.

Advent is a season of Hope, looking forward to the coming of God’s Kingdom in its fulness,
to the coming of Jesus in glory and the time of justice, peace and goodness for all. More than
that, when what has got broken, damaged, destroyed, corroded, will be restored and made
new and good, when the effects of sin and death will be over-ridden with the breathing (back)
in of God’s Spirit.

That does not mean we will not struggle, it does not mean we do not get hurt, or down,
damaged, or that we are immune to problems — far from it, we are (maybe) more acutely
aware of the pain and suffering, despair and hurt around us. We do not hope that we or
whoever will be immune to the damages, but we have hope that God will and does redeem
and make good in His time.

It also doesn’t mean we can answer all the difficult questions; hope is a deep feeling not a
rational argument, but hopes are bolstered where we have a stronger case in favour, where
we can show evidence of likelihood.

But Hope is most secure if we can trust the person concerned, and Christian Hope is rooted
in the person as well as the work of Christ. Hope is best rooted in the person in whom we
hope, who will deliver what we hope for.

And so Advent Hope, the looking forward to the fulfilment of God’s promises is anchored in
what we look back to — anchored in the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus, the Son of
God, God in human form, and as we can be sure of this anchor, so we can have hope in the
promises.

As we hope, we pray for those who are struggling to hope for anything good, for those who
are suffering at this time, for those whose futures feel bleak, and we pray that we may bring
hope, be people of hope, because hope is contagious, if we can use that word in a positive
way. Being surrounded by hopeful, supportive people raises our spirits. Hearing a friendly
voice, a timely phone-call, feeling connected rather than alone, can make a big difference.

A prayer from the daily posting on social media across the Team:
In this season of Advent, we pray for our journey of faith,

as individuals and as a church.

Give me strength, Lord, to be who you call me to be.

Lord give us strength, peace and hope. Amen.

Know that the image of God is in you.
Be you - that’s who God made you to be! ~ Bill Braviner

“‘My imperfections and failures are as much a blessing from
God as my successes and my talents...and | lay them both
at His feet.” ~~M. K. Gandhi~~




A reflection for the second week in Advent from our Team Rector:

The reading from the prophets for this week is also from Isaiah, from Isaiah 40 and
they are words which are picked up by John the Baptist in his ministry.

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her

that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid,

that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins.

A voice cries out:
' Avoice of one ‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD,
’ crying out make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
. in the desert, Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and
. Prepare the way hill be made low;
of the Lord the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough
Matthew 3:3 places a plain.

Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all
eadce people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.’
A voice says, ‘Cry out!” And | said, ‘What shall | cry?’
All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field.
The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the LORD blows upon it;
surely the people are grass.
The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand for ever.
Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings;
lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,
lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, ‘Here is your God!’
See, the Lord Gob comes with might, and his arm rules for him;
his reward is with him, and his recompense before him.
He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms,
and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.

There is a lot of speaking and shouting in this passage. It begins with “speak tenderly”
and ends with the image of a God tending for his sheep. Advent is a time when we hold
together the tension of the indescribable glory of Aimighty God and the delicate, tender
love of God for us. Both are fully true even if our minds struggle to hold on to both.

God’s glory will be revealed — that is not in doubt, but we wait. It will be like a massive
highway cut through the hills not some hillside pathway. Equally human endeavour is
like grass, transient and passing in comparison, but we tend to live with God as the
unimportant and our endeavours as all-important.

This Advent — and in the context of restrictions, limitations, weakness, even sadness, let
us look to hear the voice of God, and let us strive to know the glory of the Lord for sure —
his promises which are sure and certain.

We can look within and acknowledge our weakness, our failings,
our struggles, but we should also face up and sense the glory of N
the majesty of God, the shepherd who holds us and leads us, Ry
and we should seek to face outwards so we become people who & O_) 115
share this good news, because this passage calls on us to be % £y
those who will also speak of God, tenderly but surely, confidently ane® Q¥
but kindly. ¥ #FaceS
O come, O come Emmanuel
Peter Reiss




GOOD NEWS STORIES: The ladies of St. Andrew’s have continued to be busy through
lockdown, baking their delicious cakes each month (of which I’'m a huge fan, thank you; Ann,
your carrot cake and ginger biscuits are heavenly and Grace’s fruit loaf amazing") plus — for
last Friday — creating grave pots and door wreaths. Grace Cheeseman has asked me to
share that last Friday, they raised over £500 and Grace informs me that this will be towards
funds required for their Parish Share to the Diocese. Very tasty work — thank you, ladies.

THANK YOU from Wendy Bradburn & Anne McCreesh:

Anne and | would like to thank everyone who supported us with our
fundraising for Christmas on Jesus. We raised £140 so that will allow a few
hampers to be bought. | know from delivering them that they are very well
received and the delight on the children’s faces makes all the fundraising that
goes on in the borough worthwhile.

Anne and | enjoyed seeing each other and, with masks on, windows open and sanitiser, we
set off on our deliveries ...and we enjoyed it so much. We loved seeing and having a chat
with everyone. We wish you all a Merry Christmas and hope 2021 will be a Happy New Year.
Regards ~ Wendy x

A little bird told me about one of our unsung church heroes, who
has been so kind and thoughtful this week:

Jenny Murphy, our Christ Church Walmsley Junior Church leader,
delivered Advent Calendars to the children in the Sunday School
classes which, in normal times, meet each week. As they’d missed
out on the Prize-giving Service in June with church buildings being
closed, Jenny hadn’t wanted them to miss out again.

Here is one very pleased Imogen, having received her Advent
Calendar; how lovely!!

IORIGAMI ANGELS|

Thank you to all those involved in this project, either making them

(church friends, Walmsley CE School pupils + Active Afterschool)

or asking for a dedication to be written on one. The ‘net’ is going to
: be put up above the baptismal font after the service this Sunday,

and some angels will also be hung on Reverend Carol's PRAYER TREE at the front.

Please remember you can request a prayer or dedication to go on one.

Please contact Angie Foster at angie@walmsleyparish.org

Here are some made by children at the Active Afterschool Club: thank you Nicola, Vicky &
team for supporting us with this. HEl “== miat Aol o | 7 :

Little angels
...holding little
angels that
theyve made ©

How amazing are these!?
We hope youll come and
see them in place up at
church ...


mailto:angie@walmsleyparish.org

Inspirational words from Bill Braviner’s #MorningPrayer, to pray, inwardly digest
...and positively act upon.
Inspire our living and our loving, Lord,
that we may be people who help others see you,
who share fully in following you, who raise the eyes of others
to behold your glory, in your crib, on your cross,
in your coming to us day by day. May we help many to meet you. Amen.

As this (lengthy) missive draws to a close, here are some encouraging words sent by
Canon Peter about Christmas this year:

Our themes of Faith, Hope, Peace, and Joy through Advent come together at
Christmas in Love. We will celebrate Christmas, but it will be different and it will be
more “modest” or quieter — and some will miss the full-works but it does give us a
chance to think differently and maybe discover the peace of God in a deeper way.

This weekly ‘Walmsley Parish Newsletter’ (or ‘book’ as our Reverend Carol calls it ©) is our
attempt to spread a little happiness ...a dose of good cheer ...as well as a way of sharing our
faith, our hope and our love with you all. As always, please let us know if we can help you
in any other ways in these continuing strange times {& does anyone actually read this far...?!}?

0800 804 8044 Hello to Ruth Dover!! Jo Woods has been in touch to say that
she has chatted to Ruth who is in Guernsey for the foreseeable C)
DailyHOPE

future, but all is well and more family will be arriving to share
- Christmas. Ruth has asked for her best wishes to be passed on to
Afree phoneline of hymns, | g her friends and she hopes we all stay safe.
reflections and prayers

THE CHURCH [And Ruth: | do hope you invited Archbishop Justin Welby, too!! — Dx]

./ OF ENGLAND

Thank you to those who continue to connect with others for your ongoing help and support.

Please get in touch if you have any news, poems, prayers ...or words to share. Thank you.

You are in our thoughts and prayers. Love and blessings, AR
Reverend Carol Hayden, lain Stewart - Church Warden @g
Dawn Hitchen - Church Warden + Authorised Lay Minister for Pastoral Care ~ NG
Angie Foster — Assistant Church Warden

If you need to speak with a church representative, please contact:
Angie Foster angie@walmsleyparish.org or
Dawn Hitchen dawn@walmsleyparish.org or telephone 304142. Thank you.

Preparing ourselves in Advent: Ken Holt’s wonderful paintings of our TEAM CHURCHES:

of the Lord
Matthew 3:3



mailto:angie@walmsleyparish.org
mailto:dawn@walmsleyparish.org
https://twitter.com/hashtag/MorningPrayer?src=hashtag_click

