
                          

 
  Second Sunday of Epiphany                                                               
         17 January 2021 
 
 
 
 

The wonderful message of last week’s fabulous and 
inspiring Team Service, led by our Team Rector, 
Canon Peter Reiss, was that we are...  
BLESSED, REDEEMED and SECURE in CHRIST 
 

It was lovely to see members of Walmsley Parish 
helping to lead the service: Angie Foster gave the - 
rather complex - Letter from Paul to the Ephesians: 
ch.1 v.3-14 and Andy Pearson led the prayers  
(see prayer sheet attached). 
 

The online Team Service this Sunday will include a 
reflection from our own Reverend Carol Hayden on the amazing Psalm 139. If you receive 
this Newsletter as a posted copy, I whole-heartedly encourage you to see if a family member 
can search on the Turton Moorland Team website https://turtonmoorlandteam.co.uk/ or 
contact me (Dawn) for the link for them to access the service for you.  
 

It is such a beautiful act of worship lasting about 20 minutes, which we encourage you to 
„become part of‟, with the opportunity to join in with two hymns, listen to beautiful readings 
and prayers given each week by different members from the six churches in our Team ...and 
be inspired by a reflection and then a blessing for the week to come. (See last Sunday’s 

closing blessing in the prayer sheet.) All accompanied by spectacular scenes of our awesome 
local countryside as backdrops; after just 20 short minutes, you feel refreshed and renewed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Following Reverend Carol‟s sermon in Christ 
Church a few weeks ago, here is a post to 
encourage you to use your God-given gifts...  
 

St. Paul also said: „If you‟re a giver, give‟ ♥ 
 
  

PUBLIC WORSHIP is STILL PAUSED: Our church buildings remain closed for Public 
Worship but we hope our church family feels connected and supported and able to support 
others. We continue to monitor the situation. We hope we can gather to worship soon, but we 
also know that when that will be is still over the horizon. Please do keep your church council 
and the clergy in your prayers, and let us know what we could do that might help. 

https://stanneswithstjames.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2aadc0ca9e3b2a45a6a0ad566&id=f8b6060106&e=c5ca7b2a67


We wish Brian Porter a very Happy Birthday in the coming 
week – love and blessings to you on your special day  xx 
 

There is always a point in our Church services where we pause 
to pray for those who are ill, for the recently departed, and for those from our Book of 
Remembrance. From this week on, as Church Services are currently paused, we will include 
here that list from our Parish for those in need of our prayers:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK from Walmsley Unitarian Chapel  
                                                                         (as shared by Gilllian Smith on FaceBook) 
 

„The past is passed. We cannot alter it now, that book is closed. It gave us many things to be 
glad about, and we are grateful. It gave us other things which were cause for sorrow, or 
repentance for we are truly sorry. But only the future is free. Humbly we accept the gift of 
unused minutes and hours, days and years, praying that we may use them rightly.‟ 

[From “Fragments of Holiness”] 
A PRAYER: 
Another year begins with hope and optimism for change. In our prayer let us give our 
blessings and good wishes to all who are important in our lives. Let us wish them success 
and happiness. Let the love we have for them become stronger and more open. Let us love 
them without requiring that we be loved in return.  
 

Let us acknowledge in prayer that life for others can be as difficult as it can be for ourselves 
sometimes. We all have times of self doubt, we all have moments of anger and frustration, we 
all have moments of intolerance.  
 

We can be superior when we should be humble, we can be weak when we should be strong.  
 

Let us resolve to try to be better, try to overcome what is weakness, let go of what we think 
makes us special. Let us reach for goodness, let us encourage, let us be disciples of the way 
and apostles of truth.   Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
May God bless us and our friends and loved ones.  
Let us be beacons of God‟s love and light shining in the world.    Amen. 

   Prayers of Intercession 

Hear us dear Lord, as we pray for the sick, the suffering, and those in need. Comfort 
and heal all those who suffer in body, mind or spirit; give them courage and hope in 
their troubles and bring them the joy of your salvation. 
 

Yvonne Ashmore; Charles Hill; Chris Maden; John Paton; 
 

For our community: Staff and workers of Fortalice and Urban Outreach; 

We also pray for the departed (and for those who mourn).  
 

Joyce Richardson; Evelyn Kennedy; 
 

Hear us as we remember those who have died in the faith of Christ; according to 
your promises, grant us with them a share in your eternal kingdom. 
 
 

Clifford Dent; Alice Rose Mackay; John Smethurst; Doreen Millhouse;  

Doreen Orrell; Kathleen Ennion; Irene Price; Harry Griffiths;  

Stanley Barlow Ashurst; Richard Bragg; Ron Smith.
 

Rejoicing in the fellowship of all your saints, we commend ourselves and all the 
human family to your unfailing love. Amen. 

 



  Our Team Rector, Canon Peter Reiss’s letter this week:  

 “Almighty God, in Christ you make all things new; 
transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace, 
and, in the renewal of our lives, make known your heavenly glory ..” 
 

This is from the Collect – the prayer set for this week – and seems very  
apposite to our times, these difficult times, when we are not able to live life in  
its fulness, when we are restricted and separated in so many ways. Our world feels 
impoverished by the current circumstances; some (too many) deeply impoverished and poorer 
still because of the restrictions, struggling for food, money to pay for heating and / or rent. 
Whatever our politics, we will have been shocked by pictures of inadequate food parcels going 
to needy families in our own country, and hopefully we can respond not least by supporting 
those charities which are doing more to help, like our wonderful Urban Outreach. 
 

And many of us feel our living is impoverished, as we are restricted in what we can do and 
much more fundamentally who we can meet; and our churches remain closed for worship.  
Too many are ill, and many more are anxious, fearful or grieving, and lonely. Even if we have 
material things we can be impoverished in heart and soul; we are made to be social creatures. 
Some of us are struggling more and more, but may not feel we can admit it (#lookingwithin). 
 

And the challenge for us is to continue to make ourselves available to the renewing grace of 
God, so that we can make known God‟s glory in our lives. As parishes and a Team we 
congratulate and celebrate with Chris and Dave Bagley in the award of MBEs for their work 
with Urban Outreach - two people who embody #facingoutwards, making known God‟s glory in 
their practical acts of kindness. But how wonderful if they could retire with their work done and 
no longer needed! 
 

We pray that we will know that inner transformation in us, as we are filled with the riches of 
God‟s grace (#facingup); imagine ourselves as being filled with fresh sparkling water, 
replenished. We pray that we will then allow this water, those riches, to cascade out from us,  
in acts of love and hope, in phone-calls, and messages, and in gifts and giving, and in our 
encouragement and support. As we are transformed, so that transformation also affects others 
for their good. 
 

A different and simple image – the solar-powered light; let us make sure we are focused on the 
light and receiving the light, so we can then shine out the light for others. Our twin tasks are to 
absorb the energy and to then share the light. Without the first we can‟t do the second for very 
long; without the second we are failing to do our job – “Let your light so shine ..” The light is 
needed for the darker places. Again we see the dynamic of #facingup, #lookingwithin and 
#facingoutwards: let‟s keep this dynamic and not let it get stuck on any one place. 
 

Our world this week is also teetering still further towards the edge. Again, whatever our 
particular politics, we should be deeply concerned at what is happening, in America, in China, 
Nigeria, Iran, Yemen and too many other places, and the lukewarm reactions and responses 
from other governments. How do we pray in such massive issues, and for what exactly do we 
pray? As we read the gospels we realise Jesus spoke clearly and strongly against unjust 
leaders and injustice, as did the prophets, like Amos, Micah and Isaiah. We can and should 
feel angry, and we probably can and should do some more; we know, however, world politics 
is messy, and compromised, and there are no easy answers.  Prayer is part of the answer– a 
key part – but not the whole answer. Jesus set aside time to pray, but also to act and engage, 
both with the needy and against the powerful. We can support good initiatives and we can 
challenge what is wrong; we can put appropriate pressure on business leaders and MPs to 
prioritise issues of justice. 
 

When we are not sure how to pray – what words to use – we can express our emotions, and 
the Spirit groans with us (Romans 8), we don‟t have to find the exact words. We can pray, 
simply and repeatedly, “Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven”, 
and we can pray for those who suffer the most, for the families, the individuals who struggle, 
who are hurt, who are hungry and who grieve, as we pray for God‟s Kingdom, and the making 
known of his heavenly glory. Prayer will also change us, so be prepared.            Peter Reiss 
 
Notices 
Our church buildings remain closed for Public Worship but we hope our church family feels 



A reflection on this Sunday‟s Gospel reading from our Team Rector, Peter Reiss:  

 

John 1: 43-51   The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, 
„Follow me.‟ Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael 
and said to him, „We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, 
Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.‟ Nathanael said to him, „Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth?‟ Philip said to him, „Come and see.‟ When Jesus saw Nathanael coming towards him, 
he said of him, „Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!‟  
Nathanael asked him, „Where did you come to know me?‟ 
 

Jesus answered, „I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.‟  
Nathanael replied, „Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!‟  
Jesus answered, „Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will 
see greater things than these.‟  
And he said to him, „Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God 
ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.‟    This is a strange and quite difficult passage. 
It is not clear why seeing Nathanael under a fig-tree might be significant, though the prophets 
described peace as being able to sit under one‟s own fig-tree. 
 

The reference to the angels ascending and descending on the Son of Man links back to the 
famous dream that Jacob had in Genesis 28 but there the angels descend on a ladder, not on the 
Son of Man; there is already a link to Jacob, in the description of Nathanael by Jesus. Nathanael 
is described as one without deceit, but Jacob was one who was full of deceit and trickery. 
Ultimately we do not know quite what the fig-tree means, nor quite what the image of the angels 
ascending and descending means nor when Nathanael would see it. 
 

In short there are passages where the full meaning is beyond our certainty, but that does not 
mean there is nothing in them for us. 
 

In this chapter, John describes the call of some of the disciples. Andrew calls Peter to Jesus, and 
now Philip having followed Jesus, goes to Nathanael and invites him to meet the one about 
whom Moses and the prophets wrote. Although he is dubious he goes with Philip, he is 
astounded by what Jesus seems to know about him and he becomes a believer and follower. 
From an ordinary place under his fig-tree, he has found the Son of God, the King of Israel, the 
Son of Man, the one about whom Moses and the prophets wrote. That is some summary of titles 
and names for Jesus. 
 

First of all, have we discovered and are we discovering more about this “person”, about God 
incarnate, or have we become a bit blasé and unconcerned about Jesus; and second, how do 
we invite others who we know to discover this truth for themselves, and when we do invite?  
Do we invite them in words that they can understand and relate to, and do we do so with 
conviction? Philip persuaded Nathanael, because ultimately Nathanael trusted Philip. 
 

Some further thoughts: 
Jesus is approachable, and in many ways very ordinary. He lived with the people around 
him, and saw people as they sat under trees. His conversations are not sermons from churches 
but discussions with people, but his conversations are laced with deep and provocative truths. 
 

Belief matters:  what we believe matters, and the awful events in America in the last couple of 
weeks highlight the danger to society when falsehoods are so promoted and encouraged. The 
danger is not just to the immediate, but to the foundations on which we rely. And in a polarised or 
polarising world, we will both have to stand firmer for what we believe and be ready to find ways 
to engage and respect people even when we are convinced their views are erroneous. 
 

There is a richness of imagery and metaphor in John‟s gospel which prevents simplistic 
reduction, but there is a simple strand through the gospel which should give us confidence.  
In Jesus, the Word became flesh; God so loves the world that he gave his only-begotten 
Son; Jesus is the Light, the Way, the Truth, the Life, the Good Shepherd, and in believing in him 
we have eternal life. How do we share that news with others in the ordinary places like under a 
fig-tree or wherever the modern equivalent is? 

                                                                                                        Peter Reiss 



For those of you who never access the attached weekly prayers „for and from Walmsley 
Parish‟, and do not access the online Team Service each week, I am repeating the final 
blessing from Canon Peter given last Sunday (and featured in this week‟s prayer leaflet): 
 

May God bless us and keep us safe; may we know His peace and His strength. 
 

May He guard us and guide us through the coming weeks and may we have hope; 
hope in Him and hope, therefore, for our future. 
 

And may we share that hope and peace with others.   Amen 
 

This appeared on social media at Epiphany and I share this news of HOPE with you... (#facingup)?!?  

Encouragement for a year of HOPE...   by Claudia Lovejoy 
 

Did you ever realize that, on the night Jesus was born,  
everyone was looking up? Shepherds, wise men, King Herod  
and his soldiers, men, women, children...everyone! We have  
no written record of how many people on earth saw the star  
that night, but no living thing could long ignore the glorious  
light burning overhead. 
 

“Gloria In Excelsis Deo...Glory to God In the Highest!”  
These well-known words from a Latin mass written in the dark ages repeat over and over: 
“Up! Keep Looking upward! Keep your eyes focused upon the Heavens!  
Lift your heart and hands to the One who is higher!” 
 

We see those same words beautifully echoed by Paul in Colossians 3:1-4: “Since you 
have been raised to new life with Christ, set your sights on the realities of heaven, 
where Christ sits in the place of honour at God’s right hand. Think about the things 
of heaven, not the things of earth. For you died to this life, and your real life is 
hidden with Christ in God. And when Christ, who is your life, is revealed to the 
whole world, you will share in all His glory.” 
 

Could this be an ancient wisdom modern believers have somehow trivialized? The media 
seeks to remind us, every second of every day, how brutal our world has become. And 
when our eyes and ears have been saturated with grisly images of human hatred, we are 
tempted to look around in horror instead of looking upward in hope. May it never be.  
 

The promise of God's Kingdom is as magnificent as it was that night in Bethlehem. 
Although many will shake their heads in surrender to doubt and fear, God is unchanged. 
Although everything on this earth will be shaken, the Kingdom of God is unshakeable. And 
the only way we will be able to survive the groaning of earth is to focus on the Glory of 
God. No other comfort will suffice. No other hope will be available to us in the days to 
come. 
 

When European monks began to chant about the glory of God during the dark ages, 
human life was pretty grim. Countless millions were dying from disease, war, famine, 
pestilence and despair. Religious persecution was everywhere, and being burned at the 
stake was a common occurrence.  
 

Yet in that dismal world, incredible worship could be heard rising above the squalor. Men 
were building magnificent cathedrals with spires reaching higher and higher towards the 
heavens. The faithful had learned to look upward, ever upward, because there wasn't 
much hope to be found by gazing at their civilization. 
 

And so, this year, let us set our eyes once more on Things Above. When we gather 
together with our loved ones, give to the poor or show mercy to the stranger, let us keep 
our eyes focused on the heavens, because the Glory of the Lord is our strong tower.  
 

And it is the only hope that will not disappoint us.  
 



Nicola Collinson, who organises the Active Afterschool, held in Walmsley 
Parish Community Hall, has sent some pictures from their Christmas 
Holiday club. 
 

Nicola writes: “Active Afterschool once again held our holiday club in our Parish Community Hall over 
the festive period.  We welcomed over 140 children through our doors over the five days.  A variety of 
activities were on offer including a visit from Curious Critters, slime making, Mark Daniels Magic, 
sports day and the highlight was a special visit from Father Christmas.” 
 

Active Afterschool remain open during lockdown providing essential wraparound care for Key 
Worker‟s and vulnerable children of Walmsley CE School. 

  

When pictures tell a thousand 
words...  !! Looks like a really 
fun time was had at your 
Christmas party!! 

...what a great time you 
all had – and your 
encounters with 
creatures looks amazing!  
DH x 



Whilst looking through my photographs of 
last year, I came across this one of our 
last Mothers‟ Union meeting at Marjorie‟s 
on 5 March (2020), when Jenny had 
brought along knitted squares and we had 
fun piecing and sewing them together to 
make this blanket for Bolton Hospital. ♥ 
 

 

 
  
 
 

 
 

 
Following a call with our Christ Church Walmsley  
organist, Sachi Uchida, I am delighted to share  
with you that our prayers have aided her recovery 
and she is now off crutches, following the accident  
when she was playing with her (large) puppy and  
fell, breaking her leg. Great news, Sachi !! 
– our thoughts are still with you; take care. Love from us all xx 
 

We sincerely hope that you are all continuing to cope and that you feel connected with your 
church and your community whilst we share our (usually) cheery news with you all.  
 

If there is any other way that we can support you, please let 
us know. The contacts to get in touch with us are always at 
the end of this letter and we want to help you if we can.  

 

Please do let us know if you have any news, poems, prayers 
...or words to share. Thank you.  

 

We wish you FAITH, HOPE, PEACE, JOY and LOVE.   
 

You are in our thoughts and prayers.  Love and blessings, 
   Reverend Carol Hayden, Iain Stewart - Church Warden  
   Dawn Hitchen - Church Warden + Authorised Lay Minister for Pastoral Care                                     
   Angie Foster – Assistant Church Warden    

 

If you need to speak with a church representative, please contact:  
Dawn Hitchen dawn@walmsleyparish.org or telephone 304142.  

Angie Foster angie@walmsleyparish.org  or 
Reverend Carol: revcarol@walmsleyparish.org or 01204 587150. Thank you. 

               

PLEASE REMEMBER: For those who don’t have internet or social media, do 
check out the Church of England free phone line: ‘DAILY HOPE’. Friends 
continue to tell me that they have enjoyed this resource. Please do use it.  

The Church of England free phone:  ‘DAILY HOPE’  
0800 804 8044 to listen to hymns, reflections and prayers.  

A final prayer from Bill Braviner, whose #MorningPrayer is posted on Twitter each day:  
May we encourage all to look to God, listen to Him, learn from Him and live for Him in His 
love. Amen 
 

With the excitement of a child who is bursting to share a discovery, Lord, may we 
share your gospel with others; may we turn people’s attention toward you, not 
ourselves, and encourage all to look to you, listen to you, learn from you and live 
for you in your love. 

   
 

The Mothers' Union Prayer 
Loving Lord, we thank you for your love 
so freely given to us all.  
We pray for families around the world. 
Bless the work of the Mothers' Union as 
we seek to share your love through the 
encouragement, strengthening and 
support of marriage and family life. 
Empowered by your Spirit, may we be 
united in prayer and worship, and in love 
and service reach out as your hands 
across the world. In Jesus' name. Amen 
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