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The Bailey Family, Norman Cunliffe, Vera & Clifford Dent,  
the Holloway Family, Thomas Isherwood, Flo & Maurice Jones,  
Ann Kearney, Doris & Stanley Kirkman, Brenda Mellor,  
Doreen Millhouse, Christopher O'Grady, Brian Pearson,  
Derek Robert, Alan Rostron, Lillian & James Rushton,  
Mollie & Jack Woods. Donations were also received from Jo & 
Stephen Woods and from some who wished to remain anonymous.  
Thank you to everyone for the stunning floral displays. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you to all who came to our outdoor carol-sing-along round the Christmas Tree at 
Walmsley Church on 20 Dec. It was such a joyous event ...definitely one to be repeated!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Message from our Walmsley Parish 

Minister, Reverend Carol Hayden: 
 
 

 

I wish to thank everyone for their 

love and support, especially this year 

following Mike’s death; it has been 

really appreciated.  

My wish for you all is to have had a 

joyful and blessèd Christmas.  

 

PUBLIC WORSHIP PAUSED: Due to the surge in cases of the Covid-19 virus, we have 

taken the decision not to gather in our churches across the Turton Moorland Team.  

Please see the detailed letter from Canon Peter Reiss in the cover e-mail. Thank you. 

The beautiful Christmas 
flowers in Christ Church 
Walmsley were lovingly 

arranged by  
Wendy Bradburn, 

Marlene Holt,  
Kath Rushton  

& Edna Welsby.  
Thank you to those who 

generously donated 
and/or gave in memory 

of a loved one: 



We know that it has been such a difficult year for so many of our friends and loved ones. 
Please continue to keep them in your hearts and prayers. 
 
Just wondering: Did Christmas bring you what 
you hoped for...? 
 
In a post by Marsha Bowers, she says:  
 
“We don‟t always get what we pray for, but we 

should always be thankful and gracious for 

those gifts we do receive!   

God knows what we REALLY need...  

Sometimes, we end up being very grateful for 

unanswered prayers ♥” 
 

I came across this thoughtful „dialogue‟ a few weeks ago:  

Jamie Mackenzie, 
Local Ministry Officer at 
Manchester Diocese, 

shared this „annual health 
check‟ for ALMs, but it is 
valid for each and every 

one of us: 
 

"And let us consider how 
we may spur one another 
on toward love and good 

deeds, not giving up 
meeting together, as 

some are in the habit of 
doing, but encouraging 

one another.” Hebrews 10:24 

 
He also wished to send us 
all God‟s richest blessings: 

 

 

„May the Prince of Peace 
be born anew in each of 
you, and may his loving 

presence saturate you and 
all those you love.’ 

 
“Then, because you 

belong to Christ Jesus, 
God will bless you with 
peace that no one can 

completely understand. 
And this peace will control 

the way you think and 
feel.”   Philippians 4:7 

 
 



Our Team Rector, Canon Peter Reiss’s letter this week:  

Happy Christmas!! We are still very much within the 12 days of Christmas so it is appropriate 
to continue to wish each other a Happy Christmas as well as hope people have had a good 
Christmas. And it can be Christmas every day, as Christ is with us each day; God loves us 
and his Truth does not change nor evaporate when the decorations come down. 
 

Welcome to 2021: We pray that we will all find peace and strength for the coming year. 
 

In the light of the recent news and the worrying surge in cases of the virus, we have, 
reluctantly, taken the decision that it is not right to gather in our churches for Public 
Worship for now. [More detail about the rationale for this decision is in the cover e-mail.] 

 

This last week we have seen the beauty and power of Creation, in freezing conditions, snow, 
sunshine, planetary conjunctions and a full moon; for those who can get out there is the 
variety, the enjoyment of snow, the different scenery; and yet our weather is actually only 
“mild” compared to the storms, snowfall and temperatures many live with each year. We do 
not have the extremes that many have, though it may feel extreme enough. 
 

The change of year is a reminder to us that we are part of history: the changing weather, a 
reminder we are part of this natural world, which God has made and formed. And the impact 
of “history” and of nature on our lives and the lives of others does impact some more than 
others. 
 

We thank God for warmth and shelter, remembering too many who have neither; 
We thank God for the beauty of our surroundings, remembering those who endure bitter 
weather conditions; 
We thank God for stability, remembering all who live with insecurity and the fear of violence; 
We thank God for food and shops, remembering too many are hungry. 
 

Maybe our challenge for this coming year is to be more thankful for what we have and more 
prayerful for those who do not have; it is not contradictory – but it is more demanding; a 
greater awareness of and sensitivity to the world in which we live, to other people and their 
struggles, and to God. May we know God’s blessing, guidance and protection as 
individuals, as families, as local churches, and as a community. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A prayer from the daily posting on social media 
across the Turton Moorland Team:  
 

May we too dig deeper into the mystery and joy 
of Christmas. Give us a sense of wonder. 
Deepen in us our understanding; fill us with 
awe. 

“And Mary pondered all these things in her 
heart.”  

Such wonderful words and awe-inspiring image 
of our Walmsley Church. May we all ponder 
God‟s words and deepen our faith and our 
understanding. Amen.  

 
Thoughts about Christmas by Ann Voskamp: 
 

“There‟s no performing Christmas, producing Christmas, or perfecting Christmas. There is only 
Christmas finding us; grace finding us. Hope finding even us. God with us.” 
 

"Christmas is coming right now for the sadness you can‟t speak out loud, for the unspoken 
broken that you fear might break you. The Hope-Holder is coming. 
 

"Because Christmas is about how Jesus came like a star through the dark, shut out the 
darkness by moving into our space, moving right in front of all our darkness...and eclipsing all 
heartbreak with His Light."  



A different Christmas card... 

  

May we travel hopefully, joyfully, and 
lovingly along the path towards Your 
kingdom, Lord. Amen. 
 

Hopeful words of prayer from Bill 
Braviner in his daily #MorningPrayer:  
 

Illuminate our path with the    

  light of your kingdom, Lord, 
that we may know the way you  

  call us to go,  

and be guided by you as we  
  seek to follow it.  

May our lives be rooted in your  

  will,  
your word and your ways,  

that we may travel hopefully, 

joyfully, and lovingly. 
 

 
 

 

And a comment on it: 
 

We come to recognize Him as the 
greatest leader we may ever have 
had.  
 

He gathered hundreds, now billions 
of followers. 
 

He inspired others to show their 
unexpected best. 
 

He prompted them to do what they 
never thought could be done by 
themselves. 
 

He led by example.  
He modelled roles. 
 

And he forgave us well in advance for 
what any leader may see that will 
happen with his team. 
 

On this journey... 

Let His Light pour in, 

Let His love keep you steady, 

And be assured:  

HE WILL NEVER LEAVE YOU. 

He is walking beside you. 

Day by day, 

He is walking us all Home... 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/MorningPrayer?src=hashtag_click


There are still some CALENDARS for 2021 from Jo & Stephen 
Woods at Christ Church or contact Jo on 01204 303322.  
£5.00 each with all money going to the fund-raising for Walmsley 
Parish Community Hall. Thank you. And this cleverly creative   
               couple were back in action on Christmas Day with a toy 
tableau   tableau wishing everyone: “Happy Christmas”!!  
 

ORIGAMI ANGELS  

The installation of the beautiful origami and paper angels at Christ Church Walmsley was 
completed before Christmas with the addition of hundreds of colourful angels designed by 
the children at Walmsley CE School . Thank you to everyone who has helped in any way 
...they look amazing!!!    Special thanks to Angie Foster and her „Angelic Team‟ for 
co-ordinating this truly wonderful display  . 

 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Apologies for yet another somewhat irreverent take on 
a Bible story, which has been given a different slant of 
Covid Restrictions. Here the arrival of the 3 Wise Men! 
 
 
 

“Remember if anyone there asks...  
We’re all from one household!” 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

We sincerely hope that you are all well and feel to be coping in these strange times.  
Our wish is that you continue to feel connected with your church and your community whilst 
we share our faith, our hope and our love with you all.  
 

If there is any other way that we can support you, please let us know. Our contacts to get in 
touch with us are always at the end of this letter and we want to help you if we can.  

 

Please do let us know if you have any news, poems, prayers ...or words to share. Thank you.  

We wish you a New Year filled with HOPE and JOY 
 

You are in our thoughts and prayers.  Love and blessings, 
   Reverend Carol Hayden, Iain Stewart - Church Warden  
   Dawn Hitchen - Church Warden + Authorised Lay Minister for Pastoral Care                                     
   Angie Foster – Assistant Church Warden    

 

If you need to speak with a church representative, please contact:  
Angie Foster angie@walmsleyparish.org  or 

Dawn Hitchen dawn@walmsleyparish.org or telephone 304142. Thank you. 
             

Our Hope is in God:                           Ken Holt has sent this image of his wonderful artistic handiwork:  

PLEASE REMEMBER: For those who don’t have internet or social media, do 
check out the Church of England free phone line: ‘DAILY HOPE’. Friends 

continue to tell me that they have enjoyed this resource. Please do use it.  

The Church of England free phone:  ‘DAILY HOPE’  
0800 804 8044 to listen to hymns, reflections and prayers.  

    Wishing a very Happy Birthday to Rhona Woods, a church friend 
from St. Andrew‟s, BX, who celebrated her special day over 
Christmas. 
   And a birthday greeting to Elizabeth, Mum of Jane Dent,  
who celebrates her special „coming of age‟ this week.               
 

                                                                                                      Love and very special greetings to you xx 

Jean and Chris Maden would like to thank all friends at Walmsley for 
their cards and good wishes on the occasion of their wedding on  
23rd December.  
 

Jean says that it was a wonderful day with just their immediate family.   
It was held at Eden House, where they were staying, in the grounds of  
Broughton Hall Estate nestling in the Yorkshire Dales.      

                     We are so happy for you ~ may God bless you both  !!  

mailto:angie@walmsleyparish.org
mailto:dawn@walmsleyparish.org

