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Two thirds of my time as Team Rector has been
spent with restrictions from Covid. Many of the
ideas that were being discussed a year ago have
been forcibly paused, but not all by any means.

ST MAXENTIUS

Our parishes have adapted and learnt new ways
to live out the Five Marks of Mission, or — put
more simply — our three threads from our Team
logo.

The challenge in the coming year is going to be
how to look forwards as well as look within,
face up and face outwards. Things have
changed as a result of covid, and it would be
foolish to try and reclaim all the things we used to
do and have. God is calling us forward — in the Resurrection message from Mark — “he has
gone before you”.

The gospel message is unchanging — God'’s love for us, God'’s call on us — but how we share
this is ever-changing. Our church buildings are historic centres of our communities. After a year
and more of separation, people want to be together. How do we offer our buildings for
gatherings, for worship, for social support, for practical help? The covid virus has brought grief
and uncertainty — it has upended various things that we took for granted — it has destroyed
many businesses and jobs while giving others new opportunities. Our Easter message is of a
God who is among us and who offers Peace. How can we share that peace with others? How
do we support those who are struggling, and how do we welcome in the young, and make sure
our churches are places where they too can thrive and grow?

The diocese is bringing in new structures; we will be part of a much larger deanery by July, and
we are likely to be forming part of a larger Mission Community in the coming years. The
diocesan finances can no longer support the current number of paid clergy; however, many
active church people are also facing more demands, and none of us get any younger. We
cannot do everything, and an exhausted church is not an attractive church.

Along with the challenge to face outwards and face forwards in mission, we will need to look
within at our structures and our sustainability, and we must always be looking up listening up to
hear the Spirit of God (as we approach Pentecost particularly).

Those who take too much on a journey are weighed down by it all; those who do not take
enough are stranded. Those who travel together can share what they bring, but they must also
focus on the task ahead. We need to discern what we need to carry, and what we might let go.
We have permission to let go — we have learnt this, in the past year.

| think that, in all our churches, as we begin to emerge from the restrictions, we would do well to
continue in temporary mode, in journey mode, in explore-mode; we need to sense what it is that
God is calling us to, to remind ourselves that God has been with us this past year and more,
and that we have done things we never would have imagined. Let us pray for new green shoots
to emerge, for a joy in our freedom under God, and for wisdom as we make decisions.



